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5 Publiſted by the fame Author. 


The HAPPINESS and MISERY of a FUTURE 
STATE, a Szrwmon ; preached at the Rev. 
Mr. Baux RRS Meeting, Dxrrronp. Price 6d 


REMARKS on the BISHOP of St, DAVID's 
CHARGE. Price 18. 


A SERMON, 3 an the Fasr au 1795, 
Price Is. a 


| To be had of the 1 and the Bookſellers 
who ſell theſe Sermons. 


I 


ks. 


' — — ___ * | N 


7 thor to the people of his own charge, on the Morn- 
ing, Aſteruoon, and Evening, of the firft Lord's day i in 


January, 1797 ; and on January 22, February 12, 
and March 12, to the congregation at Orange-flreet 
Chapel, Leicefter Fields. They are nat publiſhed 
under any idea that they ade ſuperior to the common, 

run of fermons, either as ii matter or manner. The 
author is ſure they are inferior to thouſands of di dif 


courſes which never have, and probably never will 
ſee the light ; they are very plain ſermons, indeed, 
and ſuited only for the uſe of plain ſerious readers. 
The ſkeletons of them were formed, and the ſubſtance 
of them delivered, without the remoteſt idea of their 
ever being heard of, or ſeen, beyond the limits of the 
two congregations ta whom they were preached ; if 
this had not been the caſe, it is probable that neither 
the conflruttion of them, nor the materials of which 
they are compoſed, had been exactly what they are. 


Thoſe by whoſe expreſs deſire they arenow printed, | 


are perhaps not aware, that thoſe ſermons which are 
Palſing well to the ear, and even impreſs the mind, 
_ when tee with warmth and energy, by a 


preacher 
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preacher whom the audience highly efleems, make bit 
an ordinary, if not a very aukwagd appearunce, 
when fairly drawn out upon paper, and ſubject 
| fo à cool and rigid examination. Since, however, 


theſe diſcourſes are not publiſhed in purſuit either of 


' fame or emolument, if they are acceptable to thoſe 


hho heard them, and afford them any edification, the 
writer will be ſatisfied; and, ſhould they not accom- 
Pi even this, their diſappointment muftl arife more 
from the extreme partiality of their friendſhip than 
from any real fault of the author, ſince theſe are the 
ſermons which he preached, and which they deſired 
to have printed : ſeeing alſo, that their long ac- 
guaintance with the author ſhould have convinced 
' them that he is a plain man, and can neither preach 
nor write but in a very plain way, 


4 SER- 


A 


SERMON 


TO 


OLD PEOPLE. 


Loxx ii. 29. 30. 


Lord, now letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in 
peace, according to thy word; for mine eyes 
have ſeen thy ſalvation. 


T is not only the glory and excellency of divine 
, revelation, that it is given by inſpiration of 


God, and of courſe is infallibly true, but alſo, 


that it is compoſed of a rich variety of materials, 
and is calculated for univerſal inſtruction. Its 
pages are filled with leſſons of true wiſdom, 
ſuited to perſons of all ages, and in every ſitua- 
tion of life. Here the young and thoughtleſs 


are ſhown the danger and miſery attendant on a 


life of pleaſure and diffipation ; and are urged, in 
the moſt winning and affectionate manner, to re- 
B member 


ia 
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( 6.) 
member their Creator in the days of their youth, 
Eccl. xii. 1. In this ſacred volume, the middle 
aged are admoniſhed to watch againſt the neglect 
of their precious and immortal ſouls, through the 
multiplied cares and anxieties, which ariſe either 
from the nature of their eallings, or the in- 
creaſing wants of a riſing family. Such perſons 
are directed how to attend to the duties of their 
ſeveral ſtations, in a manner, and with a ſpirit, 
which will evince their high ſenſe of the value of 
the foul, the ſhortneſs of time, and the impor- 


* tance of eternity; and that tliey are determined, 


through God's affiſtance, ſo to conduct their 
concerns temporal, as not finally to loſe, thoſe 
which are eternal. Here alſo the aged and infirm, 
over whoſe" heads time has thrown: a filver hue, . 
are reminded of their near approach to the grave. 
The word calls them to make the uncertainty of 
liſe, and the folemn hour of death, the ſubject of 
their conſtant meditation. They are inſtructed 
upon what principles, and through what medium, 
they may contemplate the approach of the laft 
enemy; 1 Cor. xv. 26. not only without fear or 
dtead, but with joy and exultation. Of all the 
faithful ſervants of God, mentioned in the ſcrip- 
tures, few have had a clearer light, a ſtronger 
faith, or a more ſublime enjoyment of divine 
things, in the proſpect of death and eternity, 
than good old Simeon, when he exclaimed with 
eaſy of ſoul, © Lord, now letigſt thou thy ſervaut 
2 | oy, N depart 


1 


depart in peace, for. mine eyes have ſaen thy ſalva- 
tion,” It required an unuſual 'meaſure of faith, 
to diſcern the Saviour of the world in that infant 
which this venerable Iſraelite now held in his 
arms; but * all * are poſſible to him that 
believeth,” Mark ix. 23. 

Purpoſing this morning to addreſs a few 
thoughts to the aged part of this congregation, I 
could recolle& no paſſage of ſcripture, which I 
thought in all reſpects ſo well ſuited to my deſign, 
as the animating language of Simeon. In diſ- 
courſing upon which I ſhall 1 before you the fol- 
lowing particular? 

Firſt, Simeon was an old man. Secondly, he 
was a good man. Thirdly, in his own eſtimation 
he was a dying man. Fourthly, ſhew you upon 
what ground he felt ſuch calmneſs and ſatisfaction 
in the proſpect of death. 

Pirſt, Simeon was an old man. Old age is 
necefiarily ſubject to much weakneſs and many 
infirmities, and frequently even to. conterapt 
from the young and thoughtleſs. To provide, as 
much as poſſible, againſt this evil, the Lord has 
condeſcended to lay down in his word an expreſs 
law in regard to this deſcription of perſons. 
* Thou alt riſe up before the hoary head, . and 
honour the face' of the. old man,” Lev. xix, 23. 
Aged perſons, therefore, however ſurrounded with 
infirmities, are not objects of contempt, but 
rather of reſpect and veneration, Nay, the wile 
„ man 


A (8 ) SS OED 


man Solomon has declared, that The hoary 
head'is a crown of glory, M it be found in the way of 
righteouſneſs.” Prov. xvi. 31. Aged perſons ſhould 
excel, not only in wiſdom and gravity, but in the 
love and practice of true godlineſs. It was natu- 
ral for young Elihu to . conclude, that Days 
fhould: ſpeak, and multitude: of years ſhould teach 
dom. Job. xxxii. 7. But in too many inſtances 
it is far otherwiſe, We almoſt every day meet 
with individuals, in whoſe viſage time has made 
deep furrows, and by whoſe tottering ſteps it is 
evident, they have very nearly accompliſhed the 
number of their days, who appear themſelves. 
totally inſenfible to it. To every ſuch character 
may be applied, in a literal ſenſe, the figurative 
language of the Prophet concerning Ephraim, 
* Grey hairs are here and there upon him; yet he 
' knoweth not.” Hol. vii. 9. Neither their thoughts, 
their converſation, nor their practice; are ſuitable 
for perſons who are to a certainty on the verge of 
an eternal world. Although, to uſe the highly 
figurative and deſcriptive language of Solomon, 
« The keepers of the houſe tremble, and the ſtrong 
men bow themſelves, and the grinders ceaſe becauſe 
they are few, and thoſe that look out at the windows 
be darkened” Excl, xii, 3; yet, could we look 
into their naked boſoras, we. ſhould fee the un- 
hallowed flame of ſenſual defire, burning as vigor- 
ous as ever. Amidſt the gay circle at court, 
among the motley group at the midnight Maſque- 
rade, 


— — 


(9) 
rade, and on the crouded walks of the Exchange, 


the grey headed finner may be obſerved purſuing 
the world with as much avidity as ever, not once 
reflecing upon this awful truth, that there is but 
a ſtep between him and death. I know: ſcarce 
any ſcene more affecting to a ſerious mind than 
that of a man ſtooping with age, 2 Chron. xxxvi. 
17. and ſtanding on the very brink of the grave, 
as careleſs, carnal, and profane, as the moſt 
giddy youth. But I will turn away from. this 
dark ſide of the ſubject to one more pleaſing. I 
truſt I am ſpeaking to-day to many aged perſons, 
who have grown grey in the ſervice of righteouſ- 
neſs. Ye venerable fervants -of the Moft High 
God, ſuffer the word of exhortation. And, al- 
though I had need apologiſe to ſome of you, for 
intruding advice and exhortations upon perſons, 
who began their Chriſtian courſe before I came 
into exiſtence, .yet bear with me, and let my 
good wiſhes for your fouls proſperity be my apo · 
togy. While I congratulate you as the highly 
fayoured of the Lord, I deſire to be a helper of 
your faith and joy; I would call you to go up; yea, 
I would fain accompany you to-day to the top of 
Piſgah, to view the promiſed land, Deut. xxxiv. 1. 
My beſt, my moſt ardent. wiſhes for your ſouls 
welfare will be abundantly fulfilled,” if it ſhall 
pleaſe the Lord to enable you to imbibe the 
ſpirit, and WE ns gs Mn ee en 
8 Simeon. ; 


| Secondly, 


(' 10 ) 


Secondly, Simeon was à good man. His cha- 
racter is fully drawn in the chapter from whence 
T have taken the text. 1. He was ““ waiting for 
the conſolation of Hrael.“ By the conſolation of 
Iſrael is meant the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. It was by 
his coming into the world, and taking our 
nature, and bearing the curſe due to us for ſin, 
that the Chriſtian church was finally capacitated 
to adopt the language of that prediction; And 
in that day thou ſhalt ſay, O Lord, I will praiſe 
thee, though thou waſt angry with me; thine anger 
is turned away, and thou comforteſt me.” Ifa. xii. 1. 
This true ſon of Abraham, had doubtleſs ſtudied 
the law and the prophets with attention, and, by 
faith, had embraced the promiſes which held 
forth the Meſſiah as a Redeemer and Saviour to 
guilty men. Hope, the attendant and compa- 
nion of Faith, was kept alive in the expectation 
of this great deliverer: and Patience waited 
cheerfully God's appointed time for his appear- 
ance, perſuaded of the propriety of the prophet's 
advice, '** For the viſion is yet for an appointed 
time, but at the end it ſhall ſpeak and not lie: though 
it tarry, ne it; becauſe it will ug: come nn 
«vill not tarry. Hab. ii. 3. 

2. He was jigſt and devout. The word juft, as 
it is applied to believers in the Old and New 
Teſtament, does not merely fignify a perſon who 
is-honeſt and equitable ; but has a more enlarged 
and comprehenſive uſe, being applied to ſuch as 
5 8 ; are 


—— 


Cm) 


are juſtified by faith, ſanQified in heart by the 


power of divine grace, and are enabled to walk- 
in the practice of genuine holineſs. Rom. i. 16, 
17. He was alſo a devout man, one who, with 
pure affection and great conſcientiouſneſs, re- 
garded the ordinances and inſtitutions of the 
Lord's houſe. He was doubtleſs one of thoſe 
who worſhipped God in ſpirit and in truth, John 
iv. 24. and that not only in the Temple, but alſo 
in the family and in the cloſet. And while his 
devotions were both conſtant and ſervent, he 
diſclaimed all dependence upon them, and made 
the Lord Chriſt the foundation of ys hope, and 
the ſubject of his triumpm. 5 
3. Simeon was much under the teaching 0 Wt 
influence of the Bleſſed Spirit. « The Holy' 
Ghoſt was upon him. He poſſeſſed this heavenly 
gift, both in his extraordinary operations in the 
ſpirit of prophecy, and alſo in his ordinary in- 
fluence upon the ſoul, in enlightening, renew- 
ing, and comſorting it. The latter is common 
to all believers, they are the temples of the 
Holy Ghoſt, 1 Cor. vi. 19. any man aue 
not the ſpirit of Chriſ, he is none of his. Rom. 
viii. 9. The Holy Spirit is too much ſlighted by 
Chriſtians themſelves, and his influences are 


totally rejected by many modern profeſſors ; but I 
truſt you have not ſo learned Chriſt, - If you are 
real Chriſtians, you muſt know and feel, that you 


* no ſaving get! in your underſtandings, 
nor 


1 


nor any true grace in your hearts, but what came 
by his influence; for it is his expreſs office to 
reprove for ſin, and ſhew the things of Chriſt to 
the ſoul, John xvi. 8. 14; nor can you even now 
do any thing in religion, without the Holy Spirit 
helping your infirmities. Rom. viii. 26. 
4. From the preceding conſiderations it fol- 
lows, that Simeon was juſtified in calling him- 
ſelf God's /ervant. Thoſe who are the ſervants 
of God are characters exactly oppoſite to the men 
of the world, who in their ſtate, temper, and 
conduct, are the ſervants of fin and Satan. Thoſe 
to whom the ſcripture gives this deſcriptive title 
are truly honourable, and are diſtinguiſhed by 
very important privileges; for it is faid to them 
by the prophet, © No weapon that is formed againſt 
thee ſhall proſper, and every tongue that fhall 'riſe 


the heriiage of the ſervants of the Lord, and their 


- reghteouſneſs is of me, ſaith the Lord.” Ifaiah liv. 17. 


Yea, the Lord will own and ſignalize them in the 
laſt great day, when he takes his ſaints home to 
glory, and conſigns his enemies to ſhame and 


. ponfuſion; then thoſe who have ſerved him here 


fhall be honourably diſtinguiſhed there. Mal. iii. 
17, 18. Let it then be our great concern to 
know that we are no longer the ſervants of that 
wicked one, but are enabled to ſerve the Lord in 
newneſs of ſpirit, preparatory to our n him 
— ag above. 2) 


Thirdly, 


againſt thee in judgment thou fhalt condemn; this is 


1 


/ 


weary of life, by reaſon of the number and weight - 
of his afflictions. The Prophet whom God ſent 


* 4 


_ - uichy, In his own eſlimstion Beem wil's 
dying man. He realized ſomething of᷑ the ſpirit 


of the apoſtle, when he faid, I die daily, 1 Cor. 


xv. 31. All aged perſons ſhould eſteem them - 
ſelves juſt at death's door, and ſtand prepared to 
hear that ſolemn ſentence, Set thine houſe in 


order, for thou ſhalt die, and not live. aiah 


XXxXviii. 1. Iuſtead of which, how many are 
there on whom there is every external ſign of a 
ſpeedy diſſolution, who, in underſtanding, in in- | 

_ Clination, and in conduct, are ſtill children, „ 2 


tirely occupied with the trifles of time, and un- 
mindful of their fouls and eternity. Not ſo this 


calmueſs and dignity peculiar to a 5 | 


exclaims, Lots, now * thou e fro 
depart in peace.” N 

1. He prays for death. We hits ſever in- 
ſtances in the ſcriptures of perſons ſoliciting an 


immediate diffolution, in which they appear to 


have been influenced by very different motives; 


Elijah, when he fled for his life from the perſecu- 
tion of Jezebel, ſat down under a juniper tree, 
and * requeſted for himſelf that he might die, and 


ſaid, I is enough; now," O Lord, tale away my 


life, for I am not better than my fathers. 1 Kings 
Xix. 4. This good old ſervant of the Lord was 


to call Nineveh to repenitance © avjſhed in hin- 
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nor any true grace in your hearts, but what came 
by his influence; ſor it is his expreſs office to 
reprove for ſh, and ſhew the things of Chriſt to 
the ſoul, John xvi. 8. 14; nor can you even now 
do any thing in religion, without the Holy Spirit 
helping your infirmities. Rom. vii. 26. 

4. From the preceding conſiderations it fol- 
lows, that Simeon was juſtified in calling him- 
ſelf God's e, Thoſe who are the ſervants 
of God are characters exactly oppoſite to the men 
of the world, who in their ſtate, temper, and 
conduct, are the ſervants of fin and Satan. Thoſe 
to whom the ſcripture gives this deſcriptive title 
are truly honourable, and are diſtinguiſhed by 
very important privileges; for it is faid to them 
by the prophet, © No weapon that is formed againſi 
thee fhall profper, and every tongue that fall ric 
againſt thee in judgment thou fhalt condemn ; this ts 
the heriiage of the ſervants of the Lord, and their 


- righteouſneſs is of me, faith the Lord.” Ifaiah liv, 17. 


Yea, the Lord will own and ſignalize them in the 
laſt great day, when he takes his ſaints home to 
glory, and conſigns his enemies to ſhame and 
_ confuſion ;. then thoſe who have ſerved him here 
hall be honourably diſtinguiſhed there. Mal. iii. 
17, 18. Let it then be our great concern to 
know that we are no longer the ſervants of that 
wicked one, but are enabled to ſerve the Lord in 
newneſs of ſpirit, preparatory to our ſerving him 
in his glorious temple above. | ; 
5 Thirdly, 


x 4 
Tbirdly, In his own eſtimation Simeon was 4 


dying man. He realized ſomething of the ſpirit 


of the apoſtle, when he faid, 7 die daily, 1 Cor. 


xv. 31, All aged perſons ſhould eſteem them - 


ſelves juſt at death's door, and ſtand prepared to 
hear that ſolemn ſentence, * Set thine houſe in 
order, for thou falt dit, and not live. Iſaiah 
XXXViii. 1. Inſtead of which, how many are 
there on whom there is every external fign of a 
ſpeedy diſſolution, who, in underſtanding, in in- 


_ clination; and in conduct, are fill children, en- ; 


tirely occupied with the trifles of time, and un- 
mindful of their fouls and eternity. Not ſo this 


aged believer; he ſees death at hand, and, with a 


calmneſs and dignity peculiar to a good man, 
exclaims, Lord, now N thou * Ne 
depart in peace. 

1. He prays for death, We hit ſeveral in- 
ſtances in the ſcriptures of perſons ſoliciting an 
immediate diffolution, in which they appear to 
have been influenced by very different motives: 
Elijah, when he fled for his life from the perſecu - 
tion of Jezebel, fat down under a juniper tree, 
and * requeſted for himſelf that he might die, and 
ſaid, I is enough; now, O Lord, take away my 
life, for I am not better than my fathers. 1 Kings 
Xix. 4. This good old ſervant of the Lord was 


weary of life, by reaſon of the number and weight 


of his afflictions. The Prophet whom God ſent 
to call Nineveh to repentance © avifhed in him- = 
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ta * 5 wie wag iv. 8. But it was the Weng 
leſs and inconſiderate effuſion of a fretful and 


peeviſh ſpirit. The great Apoſtle of the Gentiles 


ſpeaks. of having a defire do depart ;, but his ſpirit 


partakes neither of the dejection of Elijah nor 
the peeviſhneſs of Jonah; he longs for the hour 
of his diſmiſſion from the body, that he might be 
with, Chrift, Phill. i. 23. equally, hangarable | is 
the prayer of Simeon; ſor, Waker 

2. When he prays ſor leave to eng he uſes 
this expreſſion, according to thy word.“ The, 


meaning of this ſentence may be gathered from 


ver. 26. Ii was revealed unto him by the Holy 
Ghoſt, that he ſhould not ſee death till he had feer 
the Lord's: Chriſt.” God graciouſly fulfilled this 


prediction, and therein granted Simeon the defire 


of his foul; and his pctition ſeems to. ſay, Lord, 
I-haye-attained the greateſt. bleſſing which can 
be enjoyed on this ſide eternity, to obtain 
which I have been ſpared ſo long; I am therefore 
now expecting my diſmiſſion; my foul is ſatis- 
fied with thy favour; and I ſubmiſſively wait thy 


command to quit my ea cartlily tabernacle, and enter 


into the reſt which remaineth for thy people. 


3. We need not wonder at Simeon's tranquil 


frame of mind in the near proſpect of death, when 
we conſider the light in which he eſtimates it. 
+ He calls it a departure. There is nothing in 


death. hoſtile- or nn to the view. of that 
VA. - 8 believer 
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believer who feels the forgiveneſs of ſin, and 
knows that he is redeemed from under the curſo 
of the law, through Chriſt being made a curſe for 
him. Gal. iii. 13. Such an one may adopt the 
ſtrong, the triumphant language of the Apoſtle, 
5 O death, where is thy fling ?. O grave, ure is thy, 
victory? 1 Cor. xv. 55. How. different is the 
death of ſuch a man as Simeon to that of the 
thoughtleſs and impenitent ſinner, who, aſter all 
his pretended confidence in the goodneſs of his 
Kate, and his aſſurance of meeting death without 
diſmay, dies like a criminal. He is literally, 
dragged into eternity againſt his will. Like ſome 
ſhipwrecked mariner who clings to the ſurviving 
fragments of his ſhattered bark, the ſubject of 
alternate hopes and fears, till the overwhelming 
billows plunge him deep in a watry grave. 80 
the man of the world, and the carnal -profeſſar, 
cling to life with anxious ſolicitude, till the ſwel- 
lings of Jordan ſweep them away with a ” 
ſiſtible impetuoſitʒ. | 
| When the good man dies, be des in ga 
How can it be otherwiſe, ſeeing a voice from 
heaven has been heard to proclaim, Mrite, 
bleſſed are the dead which die in tile Lard fram 
henceforth; yea, ſaith the ſpirit, that they may ref 
from their labours. Rev. xiv. 13. When the 
Lord ſaid to Abraham, Thou Gali go to thy 
fathers in peace, Gen, xv. 13, he ſpake a pro- 
miſe, which is in ſome degree applicable to all 
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the people of God. The children of men are 
particularly called upon, in the ſcriptures, to ob- 
ſerve with peculiar attention the peaceable and 
tranquil manner in which the ſaint finiſhes his 
mortal courſe. Mari ile perfect man, and 
r ir peace!” 
Pſalm xxxvii. 379. Nay, the wicked themſelves, 
although they hate the righteous, and deſpiſe 

cheir faith, worſhip, and practice, are not with- 
out ſome conſciouſneſs oſ the glorious nature of 

the good man's clofing ſcene. The pathetic. and 
ardent exclamation of Balaam diſcovers this; 
Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my 
laft end he like his!” Numb. xxiii. 10. The ac- 
count given of the death of Stephen confirms all 


that has been advaneed reſpecting the peaceful 


end of the godly. In the very moment when he 
was dying, ſurrounded by an enraged multitude, 
under the dominion of all that envenomed fero-: 


city which is excited by bigotry and falſe zeal, wo 
are told, . He kneeled down, and cried with a loud 


voice, Lord, lay not this ſin to their thatge; and 
when he had faid this, he fell afteep.” Acts vii. bo. 
How powerful-are the aids of divine grace to the 


Chriſtian in a dying hour, and how beautiful is 


the ſight of a true diſciple living and dying in the 
ſpitit and temper of his adorable maſter | + 

©+ Fourthly, I am to ſhow you upon what ground 
en ee N e AAP in the 
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proſpect of death; we have. it in theſe 9 
* For mine eyes have fern ti ſa vation. 
When the apoſtle! Peter ſpeaks of Sts 
a to be revealed in the laſt time, 1 Pet. i. 5. 
he doubtleſs refers to that ſtate of eternal bleſſed, 
neſs, in which the ſalvation of the righteous ſhall 


receive its full conſummation. When another. 


apoſile/ſays, * How fhall we pe if we negle® fo 


great ſalvation,” Heb. il. 3, be ſpeaks of: that 


glorious, goſpel, in which ſalvation by Jeſus 
Chriſt is fully revealed and freely preached: to a 
loſt and miſerable world. But, in the words of 
our text, this heavenly term /a/vation is applied to 
Jeſus Chriſt himſelf. He was called by this | 


name under the Old Teſtament, Iſaiah 1x11..3x; 


and it is well ſuited to that glorious Redeemer, 
whoſe chief” object in coming into our world was 
to uv is people from their ſins.” Matt. i. 21, 
Under this title, the Lord Jeſus is peculiarly 
precious to enlightened and awakened firmers, 
who feel that they are loſt for ever without an 
intexeſt in his blood and righteouſneſs. 

Well might this good old ſaint, when addreft- 
ing Jebovah, ſay iy falvation; ſor the glorious 
deſign of ſaving ſinners of the human race by a 
Mediator, was conceived in the infinite mind, 


and determined upon in the everlaſting counſels 


of God, before the foundations of the world were 
laid, or ever time itfelf hall began its courts; 


2 Tim. i. 9. He that Planned and ordained this 


ſtupen- 
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ftupendous work (a work at which angels are 
filled with aſtoniſhment,” and into which they 
earneſtly deſire to look, 1 Pet. i. 12.) has graci- 
ouſly made it known'to the human race by a 
divine revelation. Titus ii. 11, 12. And it re- 
quires nothing leſs than the almighty power of 
that ſame God, to bring home the ſaving benefits 
of it to the conſcience, through believing. Phil. ii, 
12, 13. Eph. i. 19. Thus the ſalvation of the 
church by Jeſus Chriſt is, from firſt to laſt, wholly 
of God; and when the whole multitude of the 
redeemed ſhall be gathered together into one 
general aſſembly, they will unite in the warmeſt 
and moſt unequivocal acknowledgments, 'that ta 
him appertains all the glory thereof. Rev. vii, 
„10. 

: Simeon was cee to ſay, mine eyes have ſeen 
thy ſalvation. He ſaw the Redeemer with his 
bodily eyes; yet this would have profited hiag 
but little, unleſs he had with the eyes of his 
| mind, ** Beheld his glory, the glory as of the only 
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth, 
John i. 14. Our Lord himſelf pronounced them 
bleſſed whoſe eyes ſaw, and whoſe ears heard, 
the prophet ſo long expected by the Church. 
Matt. xiii. 16. But what was this bleſſedneſs, 
compared with that of ſeeing, with the eye of 
faith, ſo much of his beauty as a Saviour as to 
be — to 2 79 the ng of the Old 
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Teſtament ehurch concerning him. The chizfef, 
among ten thoisſand yea, he is altogether. lovely. 
8. Song, v. 10. 16. This has been, this muſt 
be, the language of all who have been led into 
ſeriptural and experimental views of the infinite 
glory of the Redeemer's perſon, the efficacy of 
his atonement, the all - ſufficiency of his grace, 
and the dignity and utility of his reſpective 
offices. If the Lord Jeſus Chriſt has been ſo ſeen 


by you, my aged brethren, I may addreſs you in 


the language of Chriſt to Peter, © Fleſh and blood 
hath not revealed ut imo thee.” Matt. xvi. 17. 
And having the Saviour thus revealed to your 
view, death ſhould” not be an object of terror to 
you; look forward then to a death- bed - ſcene 
with cheerfulneſs; Jeſus ſhall guide thee ſafely 
through the trying hour, and give thee an abun- 
dant entrance to his glory. I ſhall conclude with s 
ſome general hints by way of improvement. 
Firſt. Old age, like every other period of 
man's exiſtence,, has temptations and vices pecu- 
lar to itſelf, againſt ſome of which I ſhall caution 
you. A covetous and miſerly diſpoſition is gene- 
rally allowed to be a prevailing evil in the expe- 
rience of aged perſons; and it is not a little ſin- 
gular, that even many of thoſe who have mani - 
feſted a tolerable degree of liberality, both 
towards ſupporting the cauſe of God, and re- 
lieving the diſtreſſes of his poor people, in the 
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Earlier part of life ſhould havin miles; Gu 
cheriſh a penurious ſpirit as they approach an 
eternal world. A period, above all others, in 
which they ſhould riſe above the influence of 
ſuch ſordid paſſions, and largely imbibe the 
lovely ſpirit of that exhortation: © Set your affec- 
tions on hings above, and not on a on * 
n Col. ui. 2. | 
A peeviſh, and a fretful ſpirit is another of 
the infirmities that | cleave to old age. That 
expreſſion of Solomon's, © The graſshopper ſhall 
be a burden,” Eccl. xii. 5, is too often expe- 
nenced in its fulleſt extent. When a fretful 
diſpoſition of mind takes poſſeſſion of a perſon, 
and is bumoured and indulged, it never fails to 
make that individual a tormentor to himſelf, and 
| a plague to all around him. Study, therefore, 
to cultivate a patient and ſubmiſſive frame of 
mind under your growing infirmities, medi- 
tating moſt frequently upon thoſe providences 
in your paſt lives, which have been of a pleaſing 
and proſperous nature, forgetting or overlooking 
your | preſent inconveniencies, in the thank- 
ful remembrance of the Lord's goodnefs to you 
through the whole journey of life, in-reviewing 
which, it is probable, you have much reaſon to 
adopt the words of David—* Return unte thy 
reft, O my foul, for the Lord hath dealt bountifully 
wth thee ; or thou * delivered ny ſoud from 
4 death, 
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"heath, mine eyes from tears, and my feet from falling." 
Pfalm exvi. 7, 8. Let your ſoul alſo meditate 
much upon the proſpect which is before you; if 
you are a Chriſtian, you are about to enter upon 
a ſtate of exiſtence infinitely ſuperior to all you 
have either known or conceived here below ; for 
it is aid, „ God ſhall wipe away all tears from their. 
eyes; and there ſhall be no more death, neither 
forrow, nor crying, neither ſhall there be any more 
pain; for the former things are paſſed _—" Rev. 
701i. 4. | 

Again, a cold and lukewarm ſpirit too fre- 
quently characterizes the laſt days of the good 
-man's journey; there is danger of growing lan- 
guid and ſupine in the beſt of all cauſes, as did 
the church at Laodicea, which was Zukewarn, 
and neither cold nor hot.” Rev. iii. 16. This danger 
increaſes, as we approach that ſtate in which 
both our mental powers, and our outward ſenſes, 
begin powerfully to feel the ſhock of time; and 
in which the debility of the human frame is 
pleaded as an apology for that negle& of ordi- 
nances, which ariſes chiefly from the want of a 
more ſtrong and lively ſenſe of divine things upon 
the heart. You, that are fathers i in Chriſt, ſhould 
be - patterns to the young men and babes in the 
family of God; ſuffer not then your zeal and 
ardour to abate; if it fail now, it will fail in that 


period when it ſhould be moſt active and vigo-- 


rous. Tour port is juſt in fight, your warfare 
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is juſt on the point of firfiſhing, © Wherefore gird 
up the loins of your mind, be. ſober, and hope to the 
eng.” 1 Pet. i. 13. Aſpire to feel that beautiful 
exultation of the apoſtle,  T; hough our outward 
man periſh, yet our imward man is renewed day by 
day.“ 2 Cor. iv. 16. * 
Secondly. Permit me to exhoct you to thoſe 
duties, in the practice of which aged Chriſtians 
mould conſtantly exerciſe themſelves. Uſe your 
knowledge and experience to the advantage of 
others. You have experimentally known the 
love and goodneſs of God; tell to the rifing 
generation the wonders of his faithfulneſs and 
power. When Moſes -prayed, | Let thy work 
appear to thy ſervants, and thy glory to their children,” 
Palm xc. 16. he expreſſed a deſire that the : 
manifeſtations of God's grace and power in the 
world might be perpetuated. And David deter- 
mined to aid this grand object as much as poſſi- 
ble. when he ſaid, ' O God, thon haſt taught me 
from my youth, and hitherto bave I declared thy won- 
derous works, Now alſo, when I am old and grey- 
headed, O God forſake me not, until I have ſhewed thy 
firength unto this generation, and thy potuer 10 _— 
. one that is to come. Pſalm Ixxi. 17, 18. 
Again, it is the duty of the aged to be: ex- 
 amples to the young and inexperienced, and by 
an humble and holy life and converſation, ſtimu- 
late — to _— e. word and work. The 


apoſtle 


* 
. 


(a) 


apoſtle Paul gave particular directions to „Tit, 
what kind of doctrine and duty he ſhould incul- 


cate upon the elder Chriſtians at Crete, namely, 
« That-the aged men be ſober, grave, temperate, ſound 
in faith, in charity, in patience. The aged women 
likewiſe, that they be in behaviour as becometh holineſs; 
** falſe accuſers, not given to much wine, teachers of 
„ things, that they may teach the young women to be 
ſober, to love their huſbands, to love their children, to 
be diſcreet, chaſte, keepers at home, obedient to their 
on huſbands, that the word of God " uot 3 fo 
Titus ii. 2-5). 

Thirdly, If you are far advanced on the wand 
of life, you muſt expect and ought to be recon- 
ciled to the trials and exerciſes which are common 
to old age. You, muſt expect to find yourſelves 
greatly tried by the preſſure of growing infirmi- 
ties, and an almoſt total incapacity'of enjoying 
the mercies which you poſſeſs. To aged perſons 
every carthly good loſes its reliſh and ſweetneſs, 
and every pain and infirmity is felt with a double 
keenneſs. The . of our years are threeſcore 
years and ten; and if by reaſon of flrength they be 
fourſcore years, yet is their firength labour and er 's 
Palm XC. 10. 

Another trial of old age, (eſpecially to a be- 
liever, the pleaſure of whoſe life has conſiſted in 
doing good) is incapacity for further, at leaſt for 
extenſive uſefulneſs, either to the world or the 
church. . my good is the higheſt luxury to a 
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true diſciple of Jeſus; yea, he is ready to eſteem 
that an idle, and a loſt day, in which he has not 
done ſomething to glorify God and benefit man- 
kind. When Moſes had nearly finiſhed his 
courſe, he told the children of Iſrael of his inca- 
pacity any longer to fulfil the duties oſ his ſta- 
tion, and perhaps felt ſome regret under the 
conſciouſneſs of it. Tam an hundred and ia 
years old this day, and can no more go out aud come in.” 
Deut. xxxi. 2, From the recolleQiian of the.great 
ſpeed with which old age, and its attendant in- 
firmities, will overtake us, we who are .now 
either young, or in the bloom of our years, ſhould 
draw an argument eagerly ta, ſeize every oppor. 
tunity of making ourſelves uſeful. Let us all, ot 
every age, liſten to the injunction. of the wiſe 
man, Hhatſoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with 
thy might, for there is no work, nor device, nor know+, 
tedge, nor wiſdom in the grave, hither thou goeſt. 
Eccl. ix. 10. Let us diligently imitate pur divine 
maſter, who ſaid, 1 muft work the works of bim 
that ſent me, zehile it is day; the night cometh, when ng 
man can work.” John ix, 44 Old age is the even- 
ing, yea, it is the very night of a man's liſe, and 
in that we ſhall find ourſelves incapable of doing 
much, either for God, our chprches our families, 
por our country. ' 

Once more; Aged perſons are frequently much 
tried through being neglected and deſpiſed. How 
keeply the mind of man feels, when he 1s either, 
neglected 
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neglected or deſpiſed by othert, may be ſcen by 
the manner in which it affected Job; ſor among 
the many complicated trials which oppreſſed and 
haraſſed his mind this was one, and he ſpeaks 
of it with ſome energy, But noꝛo they ibat art 
younger Iban I have me in derifion, whoſe futhers'T 
2vould have diſdained to have ſet with the dogs of "my 
flock; yea, whereto might the firength of their hands 
profit me, in whom old age was periſhed ?” Job. xxx. 
1, 2. Solomon well knew the! diſpoſition” of 
young minds; and, aware how much they were 
prone to neglect and deſpiſe the aged, though 
bound to a contrary line of conduct by the 
ſtrongeſt ties of nature, delivers an expreſs injuncs 
tion upon the point, *'Hearken unto thy! father thut 
begat thee, and deſpiſe not thy mother when ſhe'is old. 
Prov. xxiii. 22, Let me particularly urge it upon 
the younger part of this audience to reſpect old 
age, eſpecially in their own families. , When I 
fee young people ſhew affiduity and kindneſs 
towards the aged and infirm, it never fads to im- 
preſs upon my mind, a favourable opinion both of 
their underſtandings and their diſpoſitions. 1 
have known ſome families, in which the younger 
branches were living in eaſe and affluence, if not 
in luxury and diffipation, while the aged parts of 
them were difowned and counted as aliens; yea, 
left perhaps, to pine in obſcarity and want. 
Thoſe who can thus fin againſt, and do violence 
ta, the laws of pature, may juſtly have the apoſtle's 
ex- 
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expreſſion applied to them, © JYithout natural 
affetion.” 2 Tim. jiü. 3. I truſt this is not the 


eaſe with any of us, but that it is our ſtudy and 


delight aſſiduouſly to comfort and ſoothe the minds 
of. the aged parts of our families, eſteeming it our 
honour and happineſs to be to them what Boaz 
proved to the aged Moabiteſs, 4 re/torer of life, 
and a nouriſher of ald age.” Ruth iv. 15. For aught 
any of us know, we may ſome of us, a few years 
hence, ſtand more in need of that tenderneſs and 
ſympathy ourſelves, than any of thoſe towards 
whom we have now an opportunity of exerciſing 


them. Let us then be guided by the law of our 


gracious Maſter, * As. you would that men ſhould do 


10 hon, do ye alfa ta them likewiſe.” Luke vi. 37 


Fourthly. My aged and much. reſpected bre- 
ihren and fathers in Chriſt, I have now only to 
remind you of the proſpect which is opening to 
your view, and encourage you to fix your atten- 
tion upon it with a calm and joyful frame of 
mind. Death, judgment, and cternity, are all 
at the door; your race is nearly run, you are 


already on the banks of Jordan, and not mann 


days hence, peradventure, Jeſus will beckon you 
over. How do you feel under your preſent cir- 


cumſtances? I hope you do not regret that you 


are ſo near the end of your pilgrimage, nor yet 
feel alarmed at the paſſage over Jordan; for the 
captain of your ſalvation will aſſuredly divide the 
waters, and accompany you through. The word 
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is full of encouragement to the aged believer, 
both in precept and example. How ſuitable, 
how conſolatory, is the Lord's declaration by 
the prophet! *<* Even to your old age I an be, and 
even to hoar hairs will I curry ou: I have made, and I 
will bear, even I will carry and deliver you.” Iſaiah 
xlvi. 4. Equally animating is the language of 
the Palms: Tea, though I walk through the valley 
of the ſhadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou 
art with me; thy rod and thy aff they comfort mne. 
Palm xxiii. 4. And again, My fleſh and my 
heart faileth : but Gad is the flrength of. my heart and 
my portion for ever.” Pſalm Ixxiii. 26. Turn over 
the ſacred pages, and inquire how the faints of 
God have died in times paſt; you will find they 
have abundantly realized the comfort and ſup- 
port which the preceding paſſages hold forth 
When the time of Jacob's departure approached, 
with how much calmneſs did he anticipate it! 


Sending for his children, he adviſed, admoniſhed; 


and bleſſed them; converſed with them freely 


about his death and burial, and, inſtead of lament- 
ing that his hour was come, he rather rejoiced in 


it as a period that he had long deſired, ſaying; 
&« have waited for thy ſalvation, O Lord.“ When 


the Lord ſaid to Moſes, Ger Ibee up to this moun- 


tain Abarim, unto mount Nebo, wohich is in the land of 


Moab, tohich is over againſt Jericho; and bebold the- 
land of Canaan, whith. I give unto tht children of Iſrael. 


for a poſſeſſion, and die iu the mount *whither thou oe 
Siafüs ! up, 
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wp, and be gathered unto: thy people, as Aaron thy 
brother died in mount Hor, and was gathered unto his 
people, Deut. xxxii. 49, 50, he uttered not a 
fingle murmur, he aſked no reſpite from the ſen- 
tence, | but yielded a prompt obedience to his 
heavenly Father's will, and with a firm ſtep, and 
a placid mind, walked up to the appointed place, 
looked with high ſatisfaction at the ꝓromiſed 
land, and was gathered to his fathers in peace. 
One inſtance more. claims your attention, it is 
that of the apoſtle Paul, who, in the expectation 
of ſealing the doctrines he had preached with 
his blood, unveils the feelings of his mind, in 
the near proſpect of that trying hour, to his 
ſon Timothy. What a lovely ſcene does this 
part of ſacred hiſtory exhibit! What an en- 
viable man is this Chriſtian hero! He is in the 
immediate expectation of being tortured to death 
by the hands of cruel perſecutors, and yet he not 
only alludes to the event with calmneſs and forti- 
tude, but he makes it the ſubje of exultation and 
triumph; and, in a ſtrongly impaſſioned and 
inimitable ſtrain of cloquence, exclaims, „I am 
gow ready to be offered, and ibe lime of my departure is 
at haid : I have fought a gond fight, I have finiſhed 
my courſe, I have - kept the faith. Henceforth there is 
Aid up for me a crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lord, 
the righteous. Fudge, ſhall give. me at that day: and not 
to me ouly, but 1 ail: ben ee that love bis appear- 
ing.” 2 Tim. iv. 6, 7, 8. From all theſe ex- 

1 amples, 
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amples, in conjunction with the inſtance of 
Simeon in my text, we may gather how wonder- 
fully God has aſſiſted and ſupported his people in 
the hour of diſſolution. Let us then look at it 
without fear, and boldly adopt the language of 
David; © This God is our God for ever and ever. He 
: will be our guide even unto death,” Pſalm xlviii. 14. 
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Maxx iv. 19. ; 
And the cares of this world, and the deceitful- 
neſs of riches, and the luft of other things 


entering in; choke the word, and it becometh 
unfruitful, | 


WY HEN the words of my text were ſpoken, 

thoſe propheſies in the Old Teſtament ſerip- 
tures which predicted the coming of the Meſſiah 
were fulfilled. The prophet like unto Moſes, which 
had been promiſed to the Jews, was now raiſed 
up; and the words I have juſt read to you flowed 
from his gracious lips. This great teacher, who 
came down from heaven to miniſter the word of 
life to periſhing ſinners, was truly a heavenly 
teacher, and aimed, by his inſtructions, to ele- 
vate the ſouls of his hearers to the glorious place. 
E 2 e ee 


155 ( 32 ) 


from which he came. He well knew what was 
in the heart of man, and diſtinctly perceived the 
earthly and ſenſual propenſity of his affections, 
and obſerved what a baneful influence an undue 
attachment to worldly things had upon the mind, 
by rendering the means of grace almoſt uſeleſs. 
'The nnprofitableneſs of the word preached was 
the particular ſubject of his lamentation ; Ve 
have piped unto you, and ye have not danced ; we have 
mourned unto you, and ye have not lamented.” Matt. 
xi. 17. Under theſe figurative terms Chriſt re- 
preſents his own minifiry, and that of John the 
Baptiſt, as having produced little or no effect 
upon the minds of the unbelieving Jews. They 
had faithfully preached /e terrors of the Lord, but 
theſt had neither wounded nor awakened their 
fleepy conſciences. They had unfolded and diſ- 
played the matchleſs beauties of the glorions goſpel, 
but their ſouls had not been allured either to love 
or rejoice in it. And yet of one of theſe pren- 
chers it was ſaid, Never man ſpake like this man.” 
5 John vii. 46. And of the other, “ Among them 
that are born of woman there hath not 'riſen a greater 
than John the Baptiſt,” Matt. xi. 11. | 


In this well-known and infiructive parable, - 
ſtiled the Parable of the Sower, Chriſt laments 
over the ſmall ſucceſs which attends the miniftra- 
Yion of the word, and endeavours to account for 
it by alluſions taken from the practice of huſ- 
2 WPandry, in which different claſſes of hearers are 

{tg | | compared 


te. 
compared to different ſorts of ground on which 
ſeed may chance to be caſt. The firſt deſerip- 
tion of hearers are compared to ground by the way 
fie, ver. 4. which, from its nearneſs to the public 
path, has purpoſely been left untouched by either 
plough or harrow : conſequently, the ſeed which 
falls upon it, is almoſt inſtantly either trodden 
under foot by the paſſenger, or carried away, by 
the birds of the air. The ſecond claſs of hearers 
are likened to flony ground, ver. 5. on which 
the ſeed may experience a rapid growth, and 
ſhew a promiſing verdure, but ſoon withers and 
dies, becauſe there is not a ſufficient depth 'of 
earth to mature and nouriſh it. The third fort 
of hearers are compared to thorny ground, ver. 7. 
which, however well it had been manured and 
ploughed, had not' been thoroughly cleanſed 
from weeds, which ultimately ſprung up in ſuch 
numbers, and grew with ſuch vigour, as to choke 
and deſtroy the good ſeed. The laſt compariſon 
of the hearers of the word is to good ground, ver. 8. 
which is meant of ſuch as receive the word 
preached with faith and love, and who are en- 
abled, as the effect thereof, to Bring forth fruit, 
ſome thirty fold, ſome ' fixty, and ſome an hundred,” 
ver. 20, Oh! that the Lord may, at this time, 
plough up the fallow ground of our hearts, and 


ſow there, with rage effect, the ** ſeed of 
has word! 


In 


l 
In a preceding diſcourſe I delivered ſome ad: 


vice and encouragement to aged perſons; it is 
my deſign, at this time, to addreſs thoſe who 
are in the middle ſtage of life; and although 
there are few texts of ſcripture in which they are 
ſo expreſſly named as the aged and the young, yet 
there are many in which their peculiar duties and 


temptations are pointedly alluded to; among 


which is the paſſage I have now read, and in en- 
deavouring to improve which, I ſhall claim your 
attention to three general obſervations. 

Obſervation firſt. Perſons in the middle ſtage 
of life are peculiarly expoſed to the danger al- 
luded to in the text. 

The danger itſelf here ſpoken of is, having the 
heart too much engroſſed by, and entangled with, 
preſent things. It is an evil which naturally re- 
ſults from the depraved ſtate of our minds, which 
are (till renewed by grace) totally governed and 
influenced by earthly and carnal appetites. The 
ſcriptures abundantly confirm this remark, and 
ſtate the humbling fa&t of our inheriting thoſe 
earthly propenſities from our firſt parents. The 
firſt man is of the earth, earthy ; as is the earthy, ſuch 
are they alſo that are earthy.” 1 Cor. xv, 47, 48. 
Though the primary application of theſe expreſ- 
fions may be to the frailty and mortality of the 
body, yet they are true alſo in regard to the mind; 
for Adam not only became mortal by his tranſgreſ- 
fon, but he alſo became earthly and ſenſual, and 


( 


all his poſterity have been born in his expreſs 
likeneſs. That which is born of the fleſh is fleſh." 
John iii. 6. * He that is of the earth is earthly, aud 
ſpeaketh of the earth.” John iii. 31. Alſo the Apoſtle 
Jude, deſcribing the natural man, ſpeaks of him 
as *© Senſual, having not the ſpirit.” Jude xix, 
From hence it appears, that the natural ſphere in 
which all carnal men move is altogether earthly 
and ſenſual, and that even good men are in dan- 
ger of being drawn aſide by the ' powerful attrac- 
tion of the things that are temporal; for © the 

fleſh Infleth againſt the ſpirit, and the ſpirit againſt the 
fleſh, and theſe are contrary 'the one to the other.” 
Gal. v. 16. 

We may learn the dangerous influence of 
carthly things upon our minds, by the numerous 
hints which our Lord ſuggeſted upon this ſubject; 
indeed, he not only gave hints, but he alſo delivered 
ſome whole diſcourſes, to ſhew the evil and dan- 
ger of being entangled by the inordinate love of 
this preſent world. In one place he deſcribes the 
folly and fin of being over- anxious about the 
world, © Which of you, by taking thought, can add 
one cubit unto his flature ? and why take ye thought for 
raiment? Confider the lilies of the field how they 
grow, they toil not, neither do they ſpin ; and yet, I ſay 
unto you, that even Solomon, in all his glory, was not 
arrayed like one of theſe. Wherefore, if God ſo clothe 
the graſs of the field, which to-day is, and to-morrow 
is caſt into the oven, ſhall he not much more clothe you, 
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O Je of linie faith ?” Matt, vi. 27—30.' In another 


- ſcripture, he ſhews the danger there is of loſing the 


- foul by this ſnare, and intimates, that though a 
whole world ſhould be gained, yet the ſoul would 
fuſtain/ an incalculable and irreparable injury. 
« For what is a man profited, if he ſhall gain the whole 
toorld, and loſe his own ſoul * Or what ſhall a man 
give in exchange for his ſoul ?” Matt. xvi. 26. 
Theſe: hints concerning the folly and wickedneſs 
of being devoted to the world, either in its cares 
or pleaſures, are illuſtrated and confirmed by the 
parable of the rich man, who pleaſed himſelf 
with this deluſive ſoliloquy, © 7 ill ſay yy 70 my foul, 
foul, thou haſt much goods laid up for as years ; "take 
thine eaſe, eat, drink, and be merry.” Scarce. had 
he uttered the laſt ſentence, ere this awful meſſage 
was ſounded in his ears, ** Thou fool, this night thy 
—_ Hall be required of thee.” Luke xii. 19, 20. 
The danger to which middle-aged perſons 
are expoſed, through the undue influence of 
earthly things on the mind, may alſo be learnt 
from the many awful inſtances on record, in the 
ſacred volume, of perſons who have fallen victims | 
to it. Lot's wife eſcaped the judgment that fell 


upon Sodom, but became a pillar of falt in the 


plain by this fatal error, Gen. xix. 26. ; and when 
Chriſt is ſhewing the ſtupefying and intoxicating 
influence of the world upon the heart, he brings 
this in as one inſtance, ſaying, © Remember Lot's 


gie. Luke xvii. 32. ou Iſaac's firſt-born 
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fon, he to whom belonged the birth-right, de- 
ſpiſed and undervalued all the privileges attached 
to it; and fo ſenſual was his mind, that he ſold it 
for one morſel of meat, Heb. xii. 16, 17. Balaam 
was a man of conſiderable knowledge, and had 
ſome promiſing features in his general-charaQer, 
yet his name is rendered odious, and his example 
held up as a warning to others, becauſe ** be loved 
the wages of unrighteouſueſs.” 2 Peter it. 15. Ju- 
das was one of the diſciples of Chriſt, and was 
ſent forth, with the reſt, to preach the goſpel and 
work miracles; but his heart was entangled by 
an inordinate affection to earthly things, and as 
the conſequences thereof, he betrayed and ſold 
his maſter for thirty pieces of ſilver, Matt. xxvi. 
14, 15, 16. 

In our own time, and in our own connexions, 
we have ſeen the truth of the point on which we 
ate now ſpeaking. Many that run well. have 
been hindered, and made ſhipwreck of faith and a 
good conſcience, Some who once directed a 

_ watchful eye and liſtening ear towards this very 
_ pulpit, and of whom we had good reaſon to hope 
better things, where are they now ? they have 
turned back, and walk no more with us; and if 
it be aſked, how came this to paſs ? we have the 
anſwer in the words of our text: The cares of . 
Ibis world, and the deceitfulneſs of riches, and the luft 

_ of other things, entering in, choke the word, and it 
becometh uufruitful. 


2 
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Let us inquire by what medium, this evil, 
operates to the production of ſuch wy conſe- 
quences? 

Sometimes by our occupations and calling in fe 
The ſcriptures give no countenance to idleneſs; 
they rather inculcate a prudent and vigilant care 
in the management of all our temporal concerns. 
_ Solomon's advice is, © Be thou diligent to know the 
fate of thy flocks, and look well to thy herds.” Prov. 
xxvii. 23. Paul's direction to the Romans is, 
e Not flothful in buſineſs, fervent in ſpirit ; ſerving the 
Lord.“ Rom. xii. 11. But, while they thus re- 
commend an induſtrious line of action to pro- 
feſſors, they condemn in the moſt pointed man- 
ner ſuch an attention to worldly buſtneſs as in- 
fringes upon the time, and ſuperſedes the regard 
which ſhould be conſecrated to God and religion. 
We have an inſtance of this in the parable of the 
great ſupper; thoſe who were kindly invited to 
partake of the bleſſings of the gaſpel apologized 
for their rejecting and deſpiſing them in the fol. 
lowing manner: The firſt ſaid, I have bought @ 
piece of ground, and I muſt needs go and ſee it ; I pray 
thee have me excuſed. And another ſaid, 1 have bought 
five yoke of oxen, and I g0 to prove them ; I pray tbee 
bade me excuſed.” Luke xiv. 18, 19. There was 
no fin in buying either a piece of ground, or five 
yoke of 'oxen, but in attending to'thoſe things at 
a time, and in a manner, which led them to 
| 8 the moſt 55 and important duties. 
| 5 Another 


6 

Another medium by which this evil gains an. 

. abendanay over us, is our families. Nature dice, 
_ tates that we ſhould feel for, and labour to ad- 
vance the comſort and happineſs of thoſe who are 
dear to us by the ties of conſanguinity. And the 
apoſtle ſays, If any provide not for bis own, and 
ſpecially. for thoſe of his own houſe, he hath denied the 
faith, and is toorſe than an infidel.” 1 Tim. 5. 8. 
There is not only a preſent ſupply wanting, but 
the mind anticipates ſuture neceſſities; hence 
there is almoſt a univerſal ſtriving to lay up in 
ſtore for the time to come, and too often, to obtain 
this, it is not enough with the proſeſſor to eat the 
bread of careſulneſs, toiling and labouring through 
the ordinary portion of time allotted to thoſe 
things; but the hearts of ſome are ſo eat up with 
care for their families, that they riſe up early and, 
ſet up late, neglect all the religious duties of the 
cloſet and the family, nay, even ſometimes rob 
God of that one day which he has ordained to be 
facred to ſpiritual and divine purpoſes. wh 
Laſtly. Social connexions may become great ſnares 
to them who are in the middle ſtage of life. 
There are few things in which profeſſors need 
more wiſdom than in the choice of the ſociety in 
which they mean to ſpend their leiſure hours, 
becauſe the habits and manners of the perſons 
with whom we moſt frequently aſſociate, has a 
powerful influence in forming our own ; and, of 


courſe, if they are irreligious and profane, We 
F 2 | ſhall 
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mall never be able to continue our intimacy with 
them, and yet maintain a ſerious and honourable 
walk in our Chriftian profeſſion. Thoſe con- 
nexions ſeldom prove advantageous to profeſſors, 
which lead them to the poſſeſſion either of corpo- 
ration or parochial honours. They are little 

- things in themſelves, and have few, if any, charms 
in the eſtimation of great minds. They are, 

however, much coveted by ſome; yea, by profeſſors; 


and, when obtained, ſeldom fail to injure the ſeri- 


ouſneſs of their ſpirits, 'weaken their zeal for God 


and his cauſe, and leflen the obſervance of the 


moſt important duties, moral and religious. 
- Thoſe connexions are alſo very injurious which 
either tend to promote viſiting on the Lord's day, 
or an extravagant and luxurious mode of living. 


The one tends to the ruin of the ſoul, and the 
other to the ruin of the circumſtances: and yet 


how completely are ſome profeſſors entangled in 
thoſe ſhares,” purpoſely laid by the great adver- 


ſary of ſouls. If then it be of ſo much importance 


what kind of ſocial connexions we form, let us 
chooſe our companions ' for ſuch qualities as 
theſe; becaufe they are wiſe in the knowledge of 

dhe truth, happy in the enjoyment of divine things, 
and holy in their walk and converſation. One 


truly religious aſſociate is worth a hundred grace- 


leſs ones, be they ever fo witty, or ever ſo 
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with David, nme ab them e 


| thee,” Plalm cxix. 63. N 


Obſervation ſecond, - The things ty which - 
perſons in the middle ſtage of liſe are moſt fre- 
quently injured in a religious point of view—are 
the cares of this world, and the e * 
riches, and the luſt of other things. | 

The. firſt thing here a Re- 
deemer is the cares of this world, - By which is not 


meant that ordinary and lawful attention to our 


callings and families, which naturally ariſes out of 
the relation we ſtand- in to them, and which we 


find expreſsly commanded in the ſeriptures; but. 
that inordinate, that ſinſul care, which genders ' 
anxiety and diſtradtion, and not only impedes us 
in, but eventually turns us aſide from the path of 
duty. This is the very thoughtfulneſs and care 


which is ſo expreſsly forbidden by our Lord, in a 


paſſage which we have had occaſion to refer to 
beſore, Matt. vi. 27. 31. It is to this kind of 
care that the apoſtle refers when he ſays, But I 


would have you without carefulneſs.” 1 Cor. 7. 3a. 


This anxious and finful care ariſes from the want 
of a ſtronger faith in the gracious promiſe, and a 


more uniform dependance upon the ſuperintend- 


ing -providence of God. The word has aſſured 


the good man, that, Bread ſhall be given him; his 


_ waters ſball be ſure.” Iſaiah xxxiii. 16. - Chriſt ſaid 


to his diſciples, <* The very hairs of your head are. all 
numbered,” Matt. x. 30. The eye of God is over 


over 


_ 
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over us for good, if we are his people. He knows 
what we need, and will not ſuffer our real wants 
to go unſupplied. Let us not then indulge our- 
ſelves in unbelieving fears about our temporal 
ſupply, nor once ſuffer our attention to earthly 
cares, to ſuperſede our conſtant and vigilant 
regard to religious duties. Let us remember and 
implicitly follow the advice of our maſter, ** Seek 
ye firſt the kingdom of God, and his righteouſneſs, and 
all theſe things ſhall be added unto you.” Matt. vi. 
33- Thus employed, and thus encouraged, we 
ſhall riſe above the improper influence of worldly 
cares. Attend upon the Lord without diſtraction.“ 


1 Cor. vii. 35, and fo avoid the very danger 


againſt which we are cautzoned in the words of 
our text. 

Another evil mentioned in theſe words is the 
deceitfulneſs of riches. By which is intended the 
enſnaring and entangling influence of them upon 
the heart; beguiling it, and drawing it away from 


God and religion. Our minds may be injured. 


by riches in a variety of ways. | 

1. By a too cager purſuit of them. In ſpeaking 
of this, Solomon is not content with general ad- 
vice, ſaying, ©* Labour not to be rich,” Prov. 
XXiti. 4; but he conſiders this diſpoſition as ine- 
vitably leading to fin, when he affirms, © He that 
maketh haſt: to be rick all not be innocent: and 
again, He that hafteth to be rich hath an evil 
oe” Prov: xxvili. 20. 22. The apoſtle Paul r 
£ 0 
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of the ſame mind as the wiſe man, and in very 
ſtrong terms points out the baneful effects of it: 
« They that will be rich fall into temptation and a 


ſnare, and into many fooliſh and hurtful luſis, whick 


drown men in deſtruction and perdition. For the. 
love of money is the root. of all evil, which while 


ſome coveted after, they have erred from the faith, 


and Pierced themſelves through with many ſorrows,” 
1 Tim. vi. 9, 10. Thoſe who thus have their 
hearts ſet upon riches, and are determined at all 


| events to have them, are ſeldom very nice or ſoru- 


pulous as to the manner in which they are pro- 
cured, not recollecting that ill-gotten wealth fre- 
quently becomes a worm to knaw the conſcience ; 
yea, that they will ultimately prove a curſe, both 
to themſelves and their poſterity. Some, to obtain 
wealth, neglect all kind of religious duties, vio- 
late the moſt ſacred obligations of truth and equity 
in their ordinary. dealings with mankind, and 
enter into connexions, both ſocial and domeſiic, 

which, but for the worldly advantages to be de- 


rived from them, they would have * 


avoided. 

2. Riches become a ſnare, when there is an ex- 
ceſſiye and inordinate love to them. The miſer's 
gold is his god; he hoards-it up with the moſt 
anxious care, and is a perfect devotee in the 
homage his affections pay to it. His undue at- 


tachment to it is manifeſted by the. penurious 
manner in which he furniſhes a ſupply for his 


own 
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own domeſſic wants, the apparel with which he is 
_ clothed, the food with which he is nouriſhed, and 
the habitation in which his meagre carcaſe is 


ſcreened from the inclemency of the ſeaſons; all 


proclaim the ſtrength of that ſordid paſſion in his 
ſoul, the love of money; and to ſuch an one may 
be applied the words of Solomon: * There is an 
evil which I have ſeen under the fun, and it is com- 
mon among men. A man to whom God hath given 
riches, © wealth, and honour, fo that he wanteth 
nothing for his ſoul of all that \he defireth, yet God 
groeth him not power to eat thereof, but a flranger 
eateth it.“ Eccl. vi. 1, 2. That man ſhews an 
unwarrantable love of riches, who ſhuts bis eye, 
his hand, and his heart, to the miſery of his in- 
digent neighbour; he has always an apology. at 
hand for ſhutting up the bowels of his compaſſion. 
But, alas! how can it be expected that ſuch per- 
ſans ſhould be generous to the indigent, when 
their covetouſueſs prevents their even being juſt to 
their Jawful creditors? To ſome of this deſerip- 
tion the apoſtle makes a pointed addreſs: ** Your 
riches are corrupted, and your garments are moth- 
eaten. Pour gold and filver is cankered, and the 
rig of them fhall be a witneſs againſt you, and ſhall 
fat your fieſk as it were with fire. Ye have heaped 
treafure together againſt the las days. Behold the 
hire of your Iabourers, who have reaped down your 
fields, which is of you kept back by fraud, and the 


cries of them which have reaped are entered into the 


ears 


Tp. 
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ears of the Lord of Fabaot h. „ v. 2, 3, 4. 
An inordinate love of riches, diſcovers itſelf by a 
perpetual and tormenting fear of loſing them, So 
ſtrong is the principle in ſome rich men, that they 
are tremblingly alive all over, and ſeldom of ever 
know the ſweets of a calm and tranquil mind. The 
difference between ſuch and the induſtrious poor 

is beautifully drawn by the preacher : © The 
Neep of a labouring man is fiveet, whether he eat 
little or much ; but the abundance of the rich will nut 
ſuffer him to ſleep.” Ecel. v. 12. 

3. Riches become a ſnare by the improper uſe 
which is made of them. Sometimes they are the 
inſtrument of pride, Rich men frequently are 
vain and ſelf-ſufficient ; and through the aſſumed 
pride and arrogance which wealth inſpires, 1 in 
little and ſordid: minds, they become imperious 
and tyrannical. It was thus with Ephraim, er He 
is a merchant ; the balances of deceit are in his hand, 
he loveth to oppreſs ; and Ephraim ſaid, yet, I Ki 
become rich, I have found me out ſubſtance.” Hoſea 
xii. 7, 8. But let rich men remember the expreſs 
injunction of the word, Let not the rich man 
glory in his riches.” Jer. ix. 24. 

Riches alſo gender a ſpirit of waſte and extra- 


voagance, and promote an unlimited indulgence of 


the appetites: and in that proportion that they 
do this they muſt neceflarily corrupt the heart, 
and weaken the general impreſſions of true reli- 
gion. Thoughtleſſneſs and levity naturally ſuc- 
| G cced, 
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ceed, and the perſon finally ſits down under the 

deluſion of the rich fool in the goſpel, ſaying to 

| himſelf, © Take thine eaſe ; eat, drink, and be p. 2 
Luke xii, 19. 5 


On whomſoever riches produce ſuch 3 | 


cated and ruinous effects as. theſe, they muſt 
inevitably be unfitted for the duties of the cloſet, 
the family, and the church; in them the word is 

ſure to be choked and become unprofitable... - 
The laſt thing mentioned by our Lord in this 
part of the text is, the luffs. of other things. By 
laſts are intended all kind of finful and carnal diſ- 
poſitions, the following liſt of which is given us 
by the apoſtle: Now, the works f the fleſh are 
manifefl, which art theſe: adultery, fornication, 
 uncleanneſs, laſtrvioufneſs, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, 
variance, emulations, wrath, firafe, ſeditions, here- 
fees, envyings, murders, drunkenneſs, revellings, and 
fuch like, of which I tell you before, as I have alſo 
told you in time paſt, that they which do ſuch things 
fall not inherit the kingdom of God.” Gal. v. 19, 21. 
Now theſe luſts are walked in, obeyed, and ful- 
filled, by all natural and unregenerate men. In 
the indulgence and practice of theſe they are in 
their element. On the contrary, theſe are things 
which ſhould not ſo much as be named among the 
children of God. To them it is ſaid, Let not 
in reien in your mortal body, that ye ſhould obey it 
in the luſt thereof.” Rom. vi. 12. Though theſe 
unruly — are caſt down. from their domi- 
| 2 nion 
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nion in the believer, yet they are not extinct; 
they ſtill © war againſt the ſoul.” 1 Pet. ii. 11. 
Among thoſe luſts which have a tendency to 


injure the believer, may be alſo particularly men- 


tioned * the ligt of the fleſh, and the luſt of the eye, 
and the pride of life.” 1 John ii. 16. And theſe 
are in a particular manner nouriſhed and ſtrength- 


ened by an attendance upon the amuſements and 


pleaſures of the world. Proſeſſors of religion 


ſometimes plead an apology for theſe under the 


idea of their being innocent, yea, even calculated 
to impart moral inſtruction; but if they were ſo 


very moral and inſtructive as is pretended, they 


never would be fo much reliſhed by the crowds of 
giddy and profane perſons who conſtantly attend 
them: the truth is, they are congenial to the 
fleſhly appetites of men; and thoſe profeſſors of 
religion who attend them, ſhew, by the leanneſs 
of their ſouls, what is their native tendency. 
The luſts of other things are too much pro- 
moted by the bare company of the world, without 
going to their places of amuſement; and ſo de- 
filing and injurious to the Chriſtian is the friend- 
ſhip of the world, that the apoſtle laid down the 
following injunction: “ Wherefore come out from. 
among them, and be ye ſeparate.” 2 Cor. vi. 17. 
When the ſcripture condemns, and forbids the 


diſciples of Chriſt to aſſociate with the carnal and 


ungodly, left they ſhould be injured by their vain 
and ſinful converſation, it does not apply to thoſe 
| G 2 who 
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.who are near to us by the ties of nature. , This is 


' 


plain by the following advice of the apoſtle, ** f 
any brother hath a wife that believeth not, and fhe 
be pleaſed to dwell with him, let him not put her 

away; and the woman which hath an tugſband that © 


believeth not, and if he be pleaſed to dwell with her, 


| let her not leave him.” 1 Cor. vii. 12, 13. Neither 


are we condemning that intercourſe with the men 


of the world which-is purely civil or commercial. 


Abraham, the father of the faithful, who, at the 
command of God, came out from his own coun- 
try and kindred, and dwelt in the land of pro- 


miſe as a ſtranger and ſojourner, yet had frequent 


intercourſe with the Canaanites in the ordinary 


affairs of this life. See Gen, xxili. 3—18, The 
children of Iſrael alſo, who were to dwell alone, 
and to be a ſeparate people unto God, were never- 

thele allowed to have commercial intercourſe 


with the Gentiles. But that intimacy with the 
men of the world, againſt which you are now 


cautioned, as having a tendency to nounſh and 


Nrengthen thoſe luſts which choke the word, is 
that voluntary and cloſe friendſhip with them, 
which leads to the adoption of their ſpirit, con- 
verſation, and manners. If light can have no 
fellowſhip with darkneſs, what communion, can 
there be between thoſe who are of the world, and 
thoſe who are the children of God? Chooſe, then, 
+ godly perſons for to ſhare your intimate friend- 
Gps ſuch perſons as are much acquainted with 
txt: their 


U 
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their own hearts, and the things of God, with 
whom you may hold ſweet counſel, as you go on 
your Chriſtian pilgrimage. Thus did the Old 
Teſtament ſaints, Mal. iii. 16. and alſo the two 
diſciples going to Emmaus. Luke xxiv. 13, &c. 
From all theſe conſiderations it appears, that 
we who are in the prime of life ſtand on ſlippery 
ground, and are ſurrounded. with danger on 
every ſide. Are we ſenſible of this truth, and fo 
affected by it as to. adopt the ſentiment and lan- 


guage of Agar? © Remove far from me vanity and 


lies, give me neither poverty nor riches, feed me with 
food convenient for me; left I be full and deny thee, 
and ſay, who is the Lord? or leſt. I be poor and fleal, 
and take the name of my God in vain. Prov. xxx. 
8, 9. We ſhould frequently and carefully, exa- 
mine our own hearts, leſt this influence ſhould 
have already began in our experience. The in- 
fluence of the world upon our hearts is like the ope - 
rations of the mole, ſilent, ſecret, and almoſt imper- 


ceptible. On the firſt ſymptoms of this alarming 


diſeaſe, route thyſelf from thy lethargy, and begin to 
cry unto the Lord with David, © My foul-cleaveth 
unto the duſt, quicken thou me according to thy word.” 
Palm cxix. 25. Watch againſt the firſt emotions 
of ſin. He who would prevent a conflagration in 
his houſe, carefully watches, and diligently ex- 
tinguiſhes every caſual ſpark. He who com- 
mands a beſieged fortreſs, not only labours to 
prevent the enemy from making a breach, hut 
i exerts 
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exerts himſolf to the utmoſt to cloſe it again im- 


mediately. Give, thereforey no place to the devil ; 


give no countenance to finz'\nor for a moment in- 
dulge your ſinful appetites; for the beginning of 
ſin is like the letting out of water, which, iſſuing 
from its uſual repoſitory by ſome chaſm or breach 
in its banks, both widens and deepens its channel 
by continual flowing. I haſten to 

. Obſervation third—The nature and extent 
of the evil, which'is often-produced by the cares 
of the world and the deceitfulneſs of riches, and 
the luſt of other things ; Wy choke the word, and 
it becometh unfruitful. - 

\ Thoſe in whom the 2 was choked . be- 
came unſruitful, it appears had received and em- 
braced it, and there was ſome appearance of its 
being effectual and laſting ; but at laſt, through 
the influence of the evils of which we have been 
ſpeaking, all the good impreſſions which had 
been made were firſt weakened, and at laſt totally 
extirpated. I fhall endeavour to illuſtrate and 


improve this branch of the ſubject, by pointing 


out to yo ſome of thoſe partial and temporary 
effects which. are produced by the word, but 
afterwards are totally eraſed by the influence of 
the world, and alſo refer you to ſome examples of 


it which are recorded in the ſcriptures, as warnings 


to us. In ſome the preaching of the goſpel tends 


to eee knowledge, and they are brought to 
a judgment of the doctrines, ordinances, 


and 


— 
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and duties of religion, with tolerable: accuracy. 
Apoſtates, who fall away from the proſeſſion of 
the goſpel, and finally periſh in their fin, are 
faid to have been once enlightened, Heb. vi. 4, 5, 6. 
In others the word produced many ſerious and 
deep convictions, ſuch as keen remorſe for the omiſ- 
ſion of known duties, and the commiſſion of fins; 
together with many ſtrong and pious reſolutions of 
amendment and ſuture obedience. It was thus 
with the Jews in the time of Moſes, who, under 
the alarming impreſſions made by the glorious 
and majeſtic. appearance of God upon mount 
Sinai, attended with thunderings and lightenings, 
expreſſed themſelves in this humble and contrite 
language : ** Go thou near, and hear all that the 
Lord our God ſhall ſay ; and ſpeak thou unto 1 all 
that the Lord our God fhall ſpeak unto-thee, and we 
will hear it and do it. Deut. v. 27. In others the 
goſpel praduces pleaſing ſenſations; they even re- 
ceive the word with joy. This was the caſe with 
thoſe who heard an ancient prophet. God himſelf 
thus deſcribes them : Dey come umto thee as the © 


People cometh, and they ſet before thee as my, people, 


and they hear thy words, but they will not do them; 
for with their mouth they ſhew much love, but their 
heart goeth after their covetouſneſs. And, lo, thou 
art unto them as a very lovely ſong, of ona that hath 
a very pleaſant voice, and can play well on an inflru- 
ment, for they hear thy words, but they do them not.” 
Ezek. xxxiii. 31, 32. In ſome caſes the word ef- 

fects 
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ſects an unexpected and extenſive reformation. 
The auſtere and moroſe man becomes more gontle 


and amiable in his manners, the covetous and 


penurious man more liberal and generous, the 
diffipated libertine becomes more ſober and ſedate, 
In ſhort, in his exterior, the hearer of the word 
is a very different man; but, alas ! it is all exter- 


nal, and too often to ſuch may be applied the 


words of the Lord to ſome in lis day, © Ye are 
like unto whited ſepulchres, which indeed appear 
beautiful outward, hut are within full of dead men's 


bones, and of all uncleannefs.” Matt. 23. 27. 
Theſe reflexions are warranted by thoſe awful. 
examples with which the ſacred records abound. 


How many of thoſe who followed the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, daily liſtened to his heavenly doctrine, 
had their prejudices completely overthrown by 
the convigcing miracles which he wrought, and 
were finally brought to ſay, this is the Chriſt; 
yea, perhaps to join with that very multitude, 
who accompanied the Redeemer in his entry into 
Jeruſalem, crying, · Hoſatna,” to the fon of David, 
Bleſſed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord, 
Hoſanna in the higheſt,” Matt. xxi. 9. How many, 


I fay, of theſe not only forſook him, but joined 


the rabble which cried, © Crucify him, crucify him.” 

Herod was alſo an inſtance of this kind; of 
whom it is ſaid, 4 For Herod feared John, know- 
ing he was a juſt and an holy man; and ebſerved 
him, and when he heard him, he did many things, 


- 
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ard heard him gladly,” Mark vi. 20; and yet this 
ſame man, who heard John the Baptiſt, reſpedted 
his character, and attended to and obſerved his 
injunctions, at lat, through the prevalence of 
the luſts of the fleſh, beheaded his favourite 
preacher, to gratify the revenge of a baſe woman. 
When the apoſtle Paul © reaſoned of righteouſneſs, 
temperance, and judgment to come, Felix trembled.”" 
Acts xxiv. 25. Every ſentence of the diſcourſe 
fell with weight upon the conſcience of this diſſi - 
pated Roman; and the agitation of his mind, 
and its effects upon his body, were little leſs than 
thoſe produced upon Belſhazzar, when he ſaw 
the hand-writing. Dan. v. 5, 6, 7. From ſuch- 
ſtrong impreſſions upon the mind of Felix, ap- 
pearances favoured the. idea that he nad received 
the word in good ground; but, alas! theſe effects 
were momentary ; the deceitfulneſs of riches, and, 
the lufts of other things, choked the word. Many 
other inſtances might be adduced to illuſtrate and 
confirm this awful truth; but I muſt conclude. 
with a word of improvement: in doing which I 


ſhall addreſs myſelf to the middle-aged of diffe- 
rent deſcriptions. 


1. Some of you occupy cochans. menial ſta- 


tions in life ; for you religion provides ſolid con- 


ſolations, and to you it offers wholeſome advice. 
There is a univerſal complaint among us of bad 
ſervants; nor is it much wonder, when it is re- 
membered how many bad maſters and miſtreſſes 
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there are, who, ſo far from doing any thing to 
inſtruct or reſorm their ſervants, not only have no 
family religion, but themſelves abandon the pub- 
lic ſervice of God, and devote themſelves to plea- 
ſure and fin, making little or no diſtinction 
between the Lord's day and the reſt of the week. 
Such families tend to increaſe the multitude of 
bad ſervants. If, then, we would have a reform 
among our domeſtics, there muſt firſt be a mate- 
rial change in the heads of families. You are 
ſome of you ſervants, profeſſing religion; ſuffer 


the word of exhortation ; there is a direct addreſs 


to you in the following paſſage of ſcripture: 
« Servants, be obedient to them that are your maſters 
according to the fleſh, with fear and trembling, in 
ſimegleneſs of heart, as unto Chriſt; not with eye-ſer- 
vice, as men-pleaſers, but as the ſervants of Chriſt, 
doing the will of God from the heart.” | Eph. vi. 5, 6. 

2. Others of you in the middle ſtage of life, if 
not ſervants, yet are poor and exerciſed with 
many difficulties. 'This has been the cafe with 
the majority of God's dear people in every age. 
One apoſtle ſays, ** Hearken, my beloved brethren, 
hath not God choſen the poor of this world rich in 
faith, and heirs of the kingdom?” James ii. 5. You 
are, it may be, often haraſſed about your own 
worldly affairs, and are anxious what ſhall be- 
come of your wife and children, if God ſhould 
remove you by death, becauſe you cannot leave 
them in what is called eaſy circumſtances, But 


are 
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are you not encouraged by the word to commit 

them to the care of Divine Providence? and, if 
you watch the hand of God in his diſpenſations 
towards men, you will ſee that it is better to he 
the child of Providence than the heir of a large 
eſtate. This appears by matter of. fact, inaſ- 
much as 'many wealthy 'heirs come to poverty, 
while many who were left in indigence have 
riſen to great opulence. Murmur not then againſt 
the allotments of Providence, nor envy the rich 
and great; there is not ſo much happineſs in 


abundance as you think; and if God and grace 


are your's now, and you have a good hope for 
glory, you may truly ſay with David, © The lines 


are fallen unto me in pleaſant places; yea, I have a 


goodly heritage.” Fſalm xvi. 6. 
3. Many of you, in the prime of life, are tradeſ- 
men, and maſters, and heads of families. 
Under the firſt of theſe characters be concerned 


ſo to manage your concerns, that religion may 


not be evil ſpoken of. Some tradeſmen are idle 


and inactive, you ſhould be active and induſtrious ; 
it is a ſhame to profeſſors of religion, if their ene- 
mies ſhould be juſtified in ſaying to them, Ye 
are idle, ye are idle; therefore ye ſay, let us go and 
do ſacrifice to the Lord.” Exod. v. 17. There are 
other tradeſmen, who deceive and cheat their 
cuſtomers; you muſt be ſcrupulouſly juſt and 
upright in your dealings with mankind. That 
was a diſgraceful character which the apoſtle gave 
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of ſome of the profeſſors at Corinth: © Nay, ye 
do wrong, and defraud, and cheat your brethren.” 
1 Cor. vi. 8. There are others, who in trade 
cheriſh an adventurous and ſpeculating diſpoſi - 


tion, they aſpire to great things; be you content 


to puyſue your reſpective callings according to 
the uſual and eſtabliſhed rules, otherwiſe you may- 
ſo extend the ſcale of your buſineſs, not only fo 
as to entangle and diſtract your own minds, but 
ſo as to incapacitate you for the duties of religion 
at home, and at the houſe of God. Finally, my 
brethren, ſo conduct yourſelves in your ſhops, 
your warehouſes, and your counting-houſes, that 
by the gentleneſs of your manners, the frankneſs 
of your diſpoſition, and your punctuality to 
engagements, you may convince the people of the 
world you are religious tradeſmen, and that it is a 
deſirable thing to have dealings with ſuch in * 
ference to others. 

But you are alſo parents and heads of families; 
in this capacity a very high degree of reſponſibi- 
lity attaches to you. You have a great ſteward- 
ſhip'to diſcharge ; the ſouls of your children, and 
of your ſervants, are committed to your care. It 
is therefore your duty to teach them, to pray for 
and with them, and to walk before them, as 
examples in faith and godlineſs. As parents, be 
not partial to, or fooliſhly fond of, one child 
nag another, leſt it produce that confuſion and 

6 in your family, which Iſaac's partiality to 
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Efau, and Rebecca's partiality to Jacob, finally 
produced in their's. As maſters, be gentle, affec- 


tionate, and juſt to your ſervants. Theſe duties 


are ſtrongly urged by the apoſtle, in Eph. vi. . 
and Col. iv. 1. and beautifully exemplified in the 
conduct of the centurion, who came to Chriſt, 
6 Beſeechiny him and ſaying, Lord, my ſervant lietk 
at home ſick of the palſy, grievouſly tormented.” 
Matt. viii. 65. He muſt have been a good ſervant 
to have excited ſuch an attention and affection 
in a maſter, and he muſt have been a good 
maſter to ſhew ſach undiſſembled regard to the 
intereſt of a faithful domeſtic. God increaſe the 
number of ſuch maſters and ſervants in our con- 
gregations ! | 

Lafily. Some of you, to whom I am now ſpeak- 
ing, are rich and wealthy perſons ; it is proper to 
remind you of your peculiar obligations to Divine 
Providence. You have been made to differ, not 
by your own wiſdom or induſtry, (though God 
may have bleſſed theſe as inſtruments :) you ſee 
this in the following ſcriptures: © The Lord 
maketh poor and maketh rich; he bringeth low and 
lifteth up.” 1 Sam. ii. 9. For fhe did not know 
that I gave her corn, and wine, and oil, and mul- 


- tiplied her filver and gold, which they prepared for 


Baal, therefore will [ return and take away my 


corn in the time thereof, and my wine m the ſeaſon 
| thereof, and will recover my wool, and my flax, 
given to cover her nakedneſs.” Hol. ii. 8. 9. Again, 


you 
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you have not only received all you have from God; 
but you are laid under an obligation to lay it out 
for God. You are capacitated to be extenſively uſe- 
ful in the church, and in the world: be careful that 
you neither hide nor ſquander away your- talent, 
for the uſe of which you muR,one day give an 
account ; watch and pray againſt the evils men- 
tioned in the text, eſpecially n deceitfulneſs of 
riches. Read attentively that ſcripture, © Take 
heed to yourſebves, leſs at any time your hearts be 
overcharged with furfeiting and drunkenneſs, and 
cares of this life, and ſo that day come upon you 
wnawares.” Luke xxi. 34. You have an earthly 
paradiſe here, and are in danger of forgetting 
your heavenly inheritance ; you are in the prime 
of life, and are in danger of conſidering death 
and eternity at a much greater diſtance than they 
really are —“ Therefore be ye alſo ready, for in 
| fuck an hour as ye think not, the Son of man cometh.” 

Matt. xxiv. 44. 8 wy 
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2 CHRON. XXXIV. 3. 


While he ggas yet young, he began to ſeek after 
the God of David, his father. 


es hiſtory of the Jews is a very inſtructive 
one, both to nations and individuals. It is 

a true and faithful hiſtory of human nature, in its 
darkeſt ſhades. The blindneſs, perverſeneſs, and 
rebellion of the human heart, is exhibited by 
every feature in their character, and by every 
ſucceeding generation. 'Their general temper and 
conduct, through the whole of their hiſtory, 
ſerves as a foil to ſet off and magnify the bound- 
leſs goodneſs of God towards them, in what he 
had done in making them a great people, and 
preſerving them by a long ſeries of providential 
interpoſitions own the powerful combinations 
which 
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which had been formed ſor their deſtruction; 


and, above all, in what he had done for them in 
the rich beſtowment of his word and ordinances. 

In the general hiſtory of this people, there is 
comprehended a great number of biographical 
ſketches of their great men. Some of them were 
celebrated prophets, by whom God made known 
his mind and will; ſome of them were famous 
warriors, and led forth their tribes to victory; 


and others were judges, who heard and deter- 


mined in all matters of juriſprudence. The largeſt 
portion of the biographical part of their hiſtory is 
taken up by an account of the Kings of Judah 
and Iſrael, And as it has been in all other 
nations, ſo it was in theſe, the hiftory of their 
Kings exhibited a ſtrange mixture of good and 
bad men, and a ftrange mixture of good and 


bad qualities in them who were even the beſt. 


From the time of Solomon down to the reign of 
Jofiab, with only a few exceptions, the whole race 
of Kings, both of Iſrael and Judah, had awfully 
departed from God; corrupted and debaſed his 
true worſhip ; perſecuted the faithful prophets af 
the Lord, and enconraged and rewarded ſuch as 
propheſied lies in his holy name, and who, to 
a demonſtration, proved themſelves mere time- 
ſervers. b 


Among the few who were ſingular and happy 


exceptions to the melancholy truth juſt mentioned, 
I know of none more ſtriking than that of Joſiah, 
| whoſe 
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whoſe genuine, extenſive, and early devotednefs 
to God and true religion, is not only calculated 
to excite our admiration, but forms a good foun- 
dation, on which to ground a few hints of advice 
and exhortation to the younger branches of this 
auditory, 

If fame or intereſt are the grand objects of pur- 
ſuit to a man ſuſtaining the miniſterial character, 
theſe points gained he is ſatisfied, and his utmoſt 
reward is already in pofſeffion. But this is not the 
caſe with the faithful miniſter of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt ; he has higher objects in view, nor can he 
be ſatisfied but as he diſcerns ſome beneficial 
effects ariſe out of his miniſterial exerciſes; he _ 
_ defires to have ſouls for his hire; and to this 
object he devotes his ſtudies and his labours, and 
unites with thoſe, fervent prayer to God for a 
divine unction to attend the word preached. The 
mind of ſuch a minifler covets the ſalvation of all 
who hear him; but if his heart has at any time 
ſtronger breathings after one deſcription of hearers 
more than another, it is towards the youthful part 
of his charge, and the converfion of theſe afford 
him an unſpeakable pleaſure. Oh! that the great 
head of the church may bleſs this well-meant 
effort for the riſing generation, by inſtructing, 
reclaiming, and bringing ſome of them to follow 
the example of -good Jofiah in the words before 
us. In diſcourſing upon which, I ſhall firſt make 
ſome remarks upon the text and its connexion ; 
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and, ſecondly, endeavour to improve the ace 


of it to our preſent purpoſe. 

Firſt. I am to make ſome remarks upon ihe 
text, and its connexion. 

In commenting upon this text let us attend to 
the thing which is commended in Jofiah—he began 
to ſeek the Lord, To ſeek the Lord, when the 
idea is taken in a limited ſenſe, means to aſk 
counſel of him, or to pray to him ſor any de- 
firable good. Hence Chriſt ſays to his diſciples, 
&« Seek, and ye ſhall find,” Matt. vii. 7. When it 
is applied to mere nominal profeſſors, it means 
the performance of outward duties and attendance 
upon divine ordinances. ** T hey fhall ſeek me 
early, but they ſhall not find me.” Prov. i. 28. But 
in other places it means a ſerious and an earneſt 
attention to the whole of religion. This 1s its 
import, in the prophet's exhartation ; © Seek ye 
Me Lord while he may be found.” Ifaiah lv. 6. In 
this manner Jofiah began to ſeck the Lord. He 
ſought to know and be acquainted with God ; he 
deſired the experience of his bleſſing and favour ; 
he prayed for grace and ſtrength to fear, ſerve, 
and obey him. In ſeeking God we muſt unite 
the knowledge, experience, and practice of reli- 


gion together, for he is no real ſervant of God 


who has not the poſſeſſion of all theſe. He who 
only has knowledge, is a mere ſpeculative Chriſ- 
tian; he who has nothing but ſtrong feelings in 
religion, 1s generally an enthuſiaſt; and a rigid 


atten- 
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attention to its aytward duties, without either the 
knowledge or experience of it, N 275 a man little 
more than a Phariſee or a formaliſt. 
Thoſe ſcriptures which recommend religion to 
the riſing generation, juſtify theſe diſtinctions. 
David, when he 1s enjoining it upon his ſon, 
expreſſes himſelf thus: And thou, Solomon, my 
ſon, know thou the God of thy father, and ſerve him 
with a perfect heart, and with a willing mind; for 
the Lord ſearcheth all hearts, and underftandeth all 
the imaginations of the thoughts ; if thou ſeek him, he 
will be found of thee ; but if thou forfake him, he will 
raft thee off for ever.” 1 Chron. xxviti. 9. Solo- 
mon himſelf, afterwards, ſetting forth, and recom- 
mending religion to young people, ſays, Her 
ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all her paths are 
peace.” Prov. iii. 17. Paul, deſcribing how young 
Timothy had been affected by religion, ſays, 
« From à child thou haſt known the holy ſe FO 
which are able to make thee wiſe unto ſalvation.” 
2 Tim. iii. 15. And he explains what it is to re- 
ceive the goſpel or the ſcriptures to ſalvation, in 
theſe words: For the grace of God, which 
bringeth ſalvation, hath appeared to all men; 
teaching us that, denying all ungodlineſs, and worldly 
lufts, we ſhould live foberly, righteouſly, and godly, 
in this preſent world.“ Titus ii. 11, 12. One of 
the leſſer prophets, ſetting forth the ſubſtance of 
religion, ſays, © He hath fhewed thee, O man, 
what is good; and what doth the Lord require of 
"SHY | thee, 


( 64 ) 


© thee, but to do juſtly, and to love mercy, and ts 
walk humbly with thy God.” Micah vi. 8. Now, 

to do all this in a ſpiritual and ſaving manner, 
we muſt know 'God, feel his divine influence, 
and walk in his fear, This is the religion, my 
young friends, which I recommend to you, as 
that which will promote your preſent, future, and 
eternal welfare. 

While this paſſage exhibits a ſtriking inſtance 
of early devotedneſs to God in Joſiah, we are 
"warranted to ſay it did not ariſe from any inherent 
goodneſs in his nature. All the deſcendants of 
Adam are born into the world with a corrupt and ? 

depraved nature. It is without doubt a very 
myſterious and humiliating conſideration, but it 
is a doctrine proved to us in the cleareſt manner 
by divine revelation. David, in his penitential 
confeſſions, not only acknowledges actual fins, 
but alſo the depravity of his nature; © Behold, 1 
was ſhapen in iniguily; and in fin did my mother 
conceive me.” Pſalm li. 5. The apoſtle Paul, 
ſpeaking of the ſtate of man as to fin, reminds the 
Epheſian converts that they © were by nature the 
children of wrath.” Eph. ti. 3. That is, they were 
ſinners not only in action, or by the influence of 
example, but their very nature with which they 
came into the world was finful, and rendered 
them liable to the condemnation of God's holy 'F 
law. The innate depravity of our nature, and 
that of our offspring, may be deduced from reaſon ; , 
; every 
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every creature bears a likeneſs to that from which 
it has its origin. It is a ſuitable and important 
queſtion which Job aſked, when he ſaid, © Who 
can bring a clean thing out of an.unclean ?”” Job 
xiv. 4. This courſe of nature is expreſsly noticed 
in that paſſage alſo, where it is ſaid, that Adam 
* Begat a fon in his own likeneſs.” Gen. v. 3. It 
is alſo proved by matter of fact in two directions; 
firſt, by the very early dawning of finful and 
vicious paſſions in children; and, ſecondly, by 
their ſickneſs and death, which are parts of that 
puniſhment which God inflicted upon fin, and 
which God could not be juſt in permitting them 
to experience, if they are pure and holy beings. 

Il proceed to notice, that Joſiah was the ſon of 
ane of the moſt wicked monarchs who had ever 
ſwayed a ſceptre over the houſe of Judah. It is 
faid, © He did that which was evil in the fight of the 
Lord, as did Manaſſeh his father, for Amon ſacrificed 
unto all carved images, which Manaſſeh his father 
had made, and ſerved them, and humbled not him- 
ſelf before the Lord, as Manaſſeh his father had 
humbled himſelf; but Amon treſpaſſed more and more,” 
chap. xxxiii. v. 22, 23. From this ſtatement of 
the character and conduct of Amon, it is obvious 
Joſiah, in inquiring aſter God, was neither influ- 
enced by the injunctions nor example of his fa- 
ther. He appears therefore a diſtinguiſhing mo- 
nument of the grace of God, which often con- 
verts the children of wicked men, and leaves the 
e children ; 
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children of profeſſors to go on in ſin; and upon his 

caſe I may ground a twofold reproof: firſt, to 
parents who are till forgetful of God and their 
ſouls, while their children are inquiring ** the way 
to Zion with their faces thitherward,” Jer, I. 5. 
If you who by reafon of age, experience, and a 
long attendance upon the means of grace, ſhould 
have been inſtructors and examples to them, are 
ſeeking death in the error of your way, while they 
are riſing above the allurements of the world, and 
ſetting their hearts on the things which are above, 
what a loud admonition 1s their example to you ; 
and if you finally come ſhort, through unbelief, 
how awfully will they riſe up as witneſſes againſt 
you in the judgment day ! Secondly, it is a re- 
proof to you, my young friends, who have godly 

parents; they watch over your ſouls, aligently 
inſtruct you in the great truths and doctrines of 


revelation, pray for and with you at a throne of 
grace, and, above all, preach to you the truth, 


the glory, and the ſweetneſs of religion, by their 
own example; and yet you continue to ſay of the 
Redeemer, We will not have this man to reign 
over us.” Luke xix. 14. May the Lord foon 
convince you of the folly and danger of this tem- 
per of mind, and lead yow 1 the example 
of young Joſiah. 

Again. The fituation of this young man, when 


be began to inquire aſter the Lord, is particularly 
worthy of our notice. He was a king, and was 


ſurrounded 


* 
, 


| ſurrounded with as corrupt and degenerate 4 


court as can well be conceived: he was therefore 
not only ſubje& to much darkneſs of mind, hard- 
neſs of heart, and carnality of affections,” but 


be was placed in a fituation highly favourable to 


the moſt extenſive and uncontroleable indulgence 
of his ſinful appetites. In vain, I fear, ſhould we 
ſearch all the courts of Europe to find a prince ſo 
young, ſo powerfully influenced by the fear of 
God, and fo fully and decidedly devoted to bis 


| ſervice and glory. It requires an unuſual meaſure 


of grace to riſe ſo nobly above all the ſnares and 
entanglements which are neceſſarily attached to 


. ſuch exalted ſtations. For as elevated ſituations 
expoſe the head to giddineſs, ſo high ſtations in 


life, expoſe the ſoul to the moſt ruinous intoxica- 


tion from worldly cares and pleaſures. 


Once more; he | ſought the Lord in carpeſt, 
and with all his heart. This may plainly be 
proved by the direction in which his religion 
appeared to operate. He manifeſted a ſtrong and 
lively zeal againſt error and falſe worſhip. ver. 4. 


5. 7, 8. He repaired the houſe of the Lord. ver. g, | 


&c. He was greatly humbled, and deeply af- 


fected before the Lord with a true godly forrow 
for his own fin, and the fins of the people. 


This was effected by the reading of the law of 


God; (perhaps the original copy which had been 


laid up by the fide of the ark of the covenant. 


Deut. xxxi. 26.) So true has that ſentiment of the 
* 8 


| 


(68) ION 


apoſite's been in all ages. By the late is the 
knowledge of fin.” Rom. iti. 20. He moreover 
kept the ordinances and feaſts of the Lord in the 
moſt ſolemn and devout mantier. For it is ſaid in 
the following chapter, There was uo paſſover 
lite that kept in Iſrael from the Gays of Samuel the 
Prophet, neither did all the kings of Iſrael keep fuck 
4 paſſover as Jofialy kept.” ver. 18. Finally, he 
engaged himſelf in the moſt ſolemn manner to be 
| the Lord's, and by the power of his example and 

authority, influenced the whole houſe of Judah 
to unite with him in this pleafing determination. 
What a delightful change was here, from what 1 
had been the caſe in the days of his wicked and 
idolatrous parent. Oh; what a bleſſing are godly* 
- princes and magiſtrates to a nation, and how 
powerful and extenfive is their example on the 
ſabordinate ranks of ſociety | | | 

Again. Joſiah not only began well, and Aha 
gan early, bur he continued to ſeck God. He 
not only began in a right ſpirit, and went on well 
'for a ſeaſon, but he continued to the end, and 

was the means of keeping Judah cloſe to the 

Lord; for it is ſaid, an his days they departed © 

wot from following the Lord, the God of their fa- 
- thers.” ver. 33. When we recolle& in what 
ſtate his father left the court and the nation, it is 
reaſonable to ſuppoſe he muſt have met with oy 
much oppoſition ; diſcouragements and hin- 
drances muſt often have appeared to view, arid 

4 many 


1 ' 

many fneers and reproaches were doubtleſs caſt 
upon him ; and this is a great exerciſe to the faith 
and patience,.. eſpecially to young believers ; but 
when the ſoul is effectually touched by the power 
ol divine grace, it is not eaſily put out of counte- 
nance. It is nevertheleſs a melancholy truth, 
that many have ſet out well in a religious courſe, 
who have ſoon been turned afide by their own 
deceitful hearts, and the enſnaring influence of 
the world and fin. What an awful inſtance of 
this was Solomon, the_commencement of whoſe 
teign was fo heavenly, and whoſe backſlidings 
from God were ſo awful in their own nature, and. 
ſo diſtreſſing in their effects, cauſing the enemies 
of God to triumph, and ſpeak evil of the good 
ways of God | Yea, even to this day, the great 
failings- of Solomon are a ſubje& of exulta- 
tion to the infidel. You, my young friends, who 
have put your hands to the goſpel plough, pray 
for grace to hold on in your chriſtian courſe, that 
it may finiſh as honourably as it has com- 
menced. 
Laſtly, I ſhall only notice farther, how punc- - 
tual God is to his protiiiſes, and what honour be 
puts upon the memory of his ſaints. The firſt 
branch of this obſervation may be ſeen by com- 
paring the character and conduct of Joſiah, as ſet 
forth in this chapter, eſpecially verſes 4, 5, with 
that remarkable prophecy in the 1 Kings, Kili. 2. 
And behold there came a man of Gad out of Ju- 
| K dah 
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dah "0 the word of the Lord unto Bethel ; and N. 


' Foboam flood by the altar to burn incenſe. And he 


cried againſt the altar in the word of the Lord, and 


aid, O altar, altar, thus ſaith the Lord, behold, a 


child fhall be born unto the houſe of David, Jofiah by 
name, and upon thee ſhall he offer the priefts of the 
high plates that burn incenſe upon thee, and men's 
bones fhall be burnt upon thee.” Not one tittle of 
this prediction failed, «nd in like manner ſhall all 
the prophecies be accompliſhed that are yet un- 
fulfilled ; among which are the deſtruction of 


antichriſt, the calling of the Jews, the uni- 
verſal ſpread of the goſpel in heathen lands, the 


reſurrection of the dead, and the judgment of tl 
laſt day. The ſecond branch of this obſervatiq; 
regards the honour put on the memory of David. 
When Joſiah is ſaid to ſeck the God of his father 
David, it is truly ſaid, © The memory of the juft is 


bleſſed.” Prov. x. 7. And that The righteous 


fhall be in everlafling remembrance.” Pſalm cxii. 6, 
Though David was but a weak and frail man, yet 


becauſe he was the man after God's own heart, 
and walked before the Lord uprightly C ve in the 


matter of Uriah the Hi the Lord ſpeaks of 
him as one whom he dehighteth to honour; yea, 


his honour have all his Yaints, ” Plalm cxlix. 9. 


They will be honoured through the countleſs ages 
of eternity, while. t the memory of the wicked ſhall 
be e n 1 in braſs), or be re- 

| | 54 membered 


frank and open mann 
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membered with ſhame and ignominy. I ſhall 
now proceed, 

Secondly, to improve the doctrine of the text 
to the purpoſe of our preſent meeting, which is to 
recommend the knowledge, experience, and 
practice of religion to young people. In this part 
of the ſubject, I ſhall firſt ſtate to you the impreſ- 
1 — under which I enter upon this work. The 
1 have aſſigned myſelf this evening of ad- 
u, my young ſriends, as to its nature 
ce, Srl nciple, 1s highly pleaſing to my own ſeel- 
ings. As it regards you, it 1s at leaſt a defirable 
ice, and may, under the blefling of God, 
e beneficial. Without this, if Paul himſelf 
was the preacher, and the obſervations which i 
ſhall be laid before you, were conveyed with the 
eloquence of an Apollos, it would avail nothing. 
The means are our's, the ſucceſs of them is with . 5 | 
the Lord ; ſenſible of this, Tam going to urge re- * | 
ligion upon you as the one thing needſul; I would | 
not aſſume, or ſpeak to you in a dictatorial 
ſtile, and yet I deſire to be plain and faithful: 1 
cannot then refrain fro feſſing, in the moſt 
have affigned my- 
ſelf a ſervice, of the ſucceſs of which I am not 
very ſanguine; I ſee ſo many diſcouragements and 
hindrances. I bave found but very ſmall ſucceſs 
myſelf in fimilar ſervices that are paſt, and I. 
have heard wiſer and better men than I am 
mourn that their moſt earneſt and affectionate 

K 2 | diſcourſes 
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Aiſcourſes to young people have been attended. | 


with very little ſucceſs indeed. Here and there 
a ſolitary individual has felt the truth and 
importance of their exhortations, and had his fect 
brought into the way of righteouſneſs. But in 
general the greater part have either turned a deaf 
ear to their admonitions ; or, if they have receĩved 
any impreſſions, they have too often proved as 
ſeed caſt upon a rock, which the firſt ſtrong wind 
of temptation has totally carried away. Oh, that 
by the word ſpoken to-night might be ſo bleffed as to 
| diſappoint theſe fears 

© Some of my young friends perhaps will ſay, but, 

why entertain ſuch diſcouraging apprehenſions? 1 
Will freely ſtate the grounds on which my fore- 
bodings are built. They ariſe partly from a 
recollection of what human nature is. What a 


diſmal portrait of the heart is drawn in the follow- 


jog texts: The hearts deceitful abave all Things, 
and deſperately ly wicked; who can know it?” Jer, 
Xvi. 9. Out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, 
murder, adulteries, fornications, thefts, falſe wit- 


neſt, blaſphemies.” Matt g. 19. Already it may 
be, ſome of thoſe ao ppetites have taken 
deep root in your youth inds ; and the riches, , 
the honours, and the pleaſures of this life, thoſe 
Idols, to which nearly the whole world pay ho- 
mage, and by whoſe faſcinating charms . many 


firong men have been caſt down, have gained 
ne powerful aſcendency over your hearts. If ſo, 
then 


\ 
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then you are, indeed, completely enliſted under 
the banner of the world; your league with it is 
cloſe, your attachment to it is firm. Your minds 
are already, armed to refiſt our endeavours to 
detach you from its deluſive friendſhip, and its 
deſtructive tyranny. Have we not then reaſon to 
fear, that your hearts will, at leaſt, for the preſent, 


prove invulnerable to all the ſhafts of truth which 


can be thrown againſt them? We will, how- 
ever, draw the bow at a venture, and leave the 
iſſue to him with whom is the reſidue of 2 
ſpirit. v 4s 
Again, I feel ſome difcouragement ariſing andy 


of the temper of the times in which we live. An 
-3nſpired-apoſile has ſaid, © This know alſo, that im © 


the laſt days perilous times ſhall come; for men 


all be lovers of their own e eee hgh . 
proud, blaſphemers, diſabedient to parents, unthank-' 


Faly unkoly, without natural. affection, truce-break-. 
ers, falſe accuſers, incontinent, fierce, deſpiſers of 


thoſe that are good, traitors, heady, high-minded,” 


levers of pleaſure more than lovers of God; having 
a form of gadlineſs, but denying the power thereof : 


from ſuch turn e 1. Tim. iii. 1, 5. Are not 
ſome ſuch ti ſe upon us now ? We have 


perilous times, not only in the ftate, but in the 
church alſo. What an abounding of error, 
what a univerſal relaxation of that cloſe walk 
ing with, and umeſerved devotedneſs to God, 
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| which ſhould characterize the members of chtit. 
tian churches! What an open and bold denial 


of God and religion lifts up itſelf with hoſtile 
front on every fide! Too many of our young 
people ſeem already to have gone over to the 
common adverſaries of Chrift and his goſpel, and 
pride themſclves in reading thoſe books which 
adopt the wideſt and moſt extravagant notions. 
of religion; and in hearing thoſe preachers who 
attack and vilify he good old way with the greateſt 
audacity and the keeneſt ſatire, This is a melan- 
choly and afflicting picture of things in the reli- 
gious world ; but it is not an eee or over. 
drawn one. . 
Laſtly, not a ſmall ſhare of A in 
this ſervice ariſes from the ſpiritual and moral ſtate 
of the heads of families. When I reflect upon 
the prevailing temper of mind, and the general 
line oſ conduct purſued by proſeſſing parents, 
do not wonder at the thoughtleſſneſs and irreli- 
gion of their offſpring; not knowing the im- 
menſe value of their own ſouls, they have no feel- 
ing or anxiety for the ſalvation of thoſe of their 
children. Hence it is a matti of indifference to | 
them, what kind of religious principles they im- 
hibe, or whether they have any creed at all. They 
neither exhort them to the duties of religion, nor 
reſtrain them from the indulgence of their lighut | 
inclivations, and leave them form conn | 
at random, concerned only about one object, that 
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is, their future advantage in the things of this 
world. Nay, it is not enough with ſome pa+ 
rents to neglect all the duties they ſhould prac- 
tiſe for the ſpiritual good of their children, but 
they alſo materially injure them by the influence 
of their own bad example. Neglecting them- 
felves the duties and ordinances of religion, fre- 
quently ſpending the Lord's day in viſiting or re- 
ceiving company, and walking in ſuch direct op- 
poſition to the ſpirit and letter of the goſpel, that 
if they ſhould once begin to exhort or reprove their 
children, they would be liable to that pointed re- 


tort, ** Phyſician, heal thyſelf.” Lou that are pa- 


rents may ſee, from theſe reflections, of how much 
importance your temper and conduct are in reſpect 
to the ſpiritual good of your children. Let it be 
your concern to teach them, to pray for and with 
them, and to walk before them in the paths of truth 
and righteouſneſs. As a pattern worthy of imita- 


tion, I might place in your view the example of a 


ſaint who lived in the early days of the church; 
of whom it is ſaid, And it was fo, when the days 


of their ſeaſtiug were gone about, that Job ſent and® 


ſanclified them, and roſe up early in the morning, and 
offered burnt offermgs according to the number of - 
them all: for Job ſaid, it may be that my ſons have 

firmed, and curſed God in their hearts ; and thus did 
Job continually.” Job. i. 6. And as a warning 
againſt the neglect of that regard which you owe 
to the ſouls of your children, I will remind you 


3 ; of 
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of that awful ſentence which God pronounced 


againſt poor old Eli on this very account: For 


I have told him, that I will judge his houſe for ever 


for the imguity which he knoweth, becauſe his = 


made themſelves vile, and he nn them not. 
1 Sam. iii. 13. 

Secondiy, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew you the 
importance of what relates to the moral and reli- 
gious ſtate of the rifing generation. | 
x. It is of vaſt importance to-yourſelves, my 
young friends; you are juſt entering upon the 
Journey of life, and, however plain and eaſy the 
path may appear to you, obſervation and experi- 
ence both teſtify, it is a thorny and an intricate one. 


Religion will ſerve yon as a map to prevent you 


from erring either to the right hand or to the left. 
Life is a tempeſtuous and dangerous ſea, nor is 
there any true compals to direct you to the deſired 
haven but the Chriſtian religion. Life is a dark 
gloomy night; but, if you are led to inquire aſter 
the Lord, and he is pleaſed to grant you the 
knowledge and experience of the truth, you will 
finally be able to ſay with David, © % word is 
a lamp nnto my fect, and @'light to my path.” Pal. 
exix. 105. Iam at a lots for words and ideas 
ſufficiently ſtrong to ſet before you the vaſt im- 
portance of knowing, -xperiencing, and prac- 
tiſing the religion of Jeſus Chriſt. It is urged 
upon you in the word as that which ſhould be 
tt firſt, and above every thing elſe.” It is the 
3 1 one 
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one thing needfal ; it is the good or better part 
which Mary is commended for chooſing. Luke 
x. 42. Every thing ſhould be diſpenſed with ra- 
ther than this; yea, ſo important is it to you, 
that the neglect of it, and the loſs of thoſe atlvan- 
tages which ariſe from it, cannot be counterbh- 
lanced by the gain of a whole world. Matt. 
Xvi. 26. To whatever calling you may be deſ- 
tined, into whatever relation you enter in life, 
or into whatever circumſtances you may be 
brought, whether proſperous or adverſe, the 
moſt important thing for you to know and expe- 
rience, is true religion. Sin and mifery are in- 
ſeparably united; without the comforts of reli- _ 
gion, death is Ureadful, and the near approach of 

judgment and eternity are inſupportable. 8 


2. It is alſo a ſubject of vaſt importance to te 


families to which you ſtand related. In moſt fa- 
milies there are ſome young people, if, like Joſiah, 
they have ſought, and found the Lord, they will 
be ornamental and uſeful branches of thoſe fami- 
lies; but if they are ignorant, irreligious, and 
profane perſons, they muſt be far otherwiſe. What 
- bleſſings, what ornaments to families are ſuch 
ſons as Iſaac, Gen. xxii. 7, 8, 9: and ſuch ſeryants 
as that of Abraham. Gen. xxiv. 12, 13, 14. But 
a graceleſs diſobedient child, and a lying, indo- 
| Jent, and unprincipled ſervant, are the bane f 
domeſtic felicity. If we would have our families 

Alled with obedient and affectionate children, and 
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with 1 ce faithſul 1 let us os. aſſi 
duous to teach and allure them to the love and 
practice of true godlineſs. Re ) 
9 Whether the riſing generation * religings 
or irreligious, is a ſubject of vaſt importance to 
aur churches. Aged believers are every day with- 
dra ing from the ſcene of action by the hand of 
death. And if young perſons are not brought 
o remember their Creator in the days of their 
youth, hat effect is likely to enſue ? Barrenneſs 
and deſolation; and the church probably left to 
adopt the language of that pathetic lamentation 
of the prophet :; © The pays of Zion do mourn, Be- 
babe none come ts the folemn feafss ; all her gates 
are deſolate; her parents figh, her vir gins are afflited, 
end. ſhe is in bitterngſi. Her adver/aries are chief, 
der enemies proſper ; for the Lord hath afflicted her 
for the multitude of her tranſgrefons ; ; "her children 
are gone into captivity before the enemy.” Lam. i. 4. 
If we love the church of God, and deſire to ſee 
its waſte places built up, and the ordinances thereof 
attended by crowds of true and humble worſhip- 
pers, let us uſe every means to bring our children 
to fear and ſerve the Lord, and carefully cheriſh 
every dawning ſymptom of true ſeriouſneſs. I have 
frequently been led to remark, and alſo to de- 
plore, how few young people are to be found at 4 
* .the Lord's table. They are generally either in- 
different to thoſe things, or their ſtrong bias to- 
wards the world, and their growing delight in all 
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its pleaſures and amuſements, have made them 
openly rehounce Chriſt and his ordirſdticns alts<. 
ether. 8 p Fre) The YI TA) 
4. To have our youth of both ſexes inſtructed 
in the knowledge and experience of religion, is 
a ſubject of great importance to the nation. In 
portion as a peop ple profeſſing the goſpel of 
8 riſt throw off the reſtraints of religion, , and 
abandon the worſhip of God, and give up them- 
ſelves to the reaſonings of their own wiſdom, and 
the inclinations of their own evil hearts ; 15 that 
proportion will all the ſprings of moral Alion be 
tainted, and infidelity and proſaneneſs, aided by 
luxury and diſſipation, wilt not only flow itt Like 
a mighty torrent, to the diſtreſs of all ſerious and 
godly perſons, but will ultimately ſap the very 
oundations of the public welfare. It is truly ſaid 
by Solomon, that righteouſneſs exalteth a nations 
but ſin is 4 reproach to any people. Prov. xiy. 34. 
Ten righteous perſons would have ſaved Sodom 
from deſtruction; and it was becauſe there was à 
few godly perſons in Iſrael that it was ſo long 
preſerved, which made the prophet ſay, * Except | 
the Lord of Hoſts had left unto us a very / null rem 
nant, we ſhould have been as Sodom.” Ifaiah i. 9. 
When David was breathing forth his ſoul to God 
in earneſt prayer for the welfare of the nation and 
the church, he aſked this bleſſing of God, that 
the riſing generation «might be the ornament and 
the Ricength' of both; . That our Jour 712 be ar 
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Plants grown up in their youth ; that our daughters 
may be as corner flones, poliſhed after the ſimilitude 
a palace.” Plalm cxliv. 12. Neyer are young 
people ſo much the ornament and ſtrength of their 
families, churches, and country, as when . they 

are adorned with the matchleſs beauties which 
religion imparts to them who know its truth and 
excellency, feel its power, and walk according to 
its holy precepts. Joſeph as a miniſter of ſtate, 
Samuel as judge in civil matters, and Joſiah as a 
king, have ſeldom been equalled, never ſurpaſſed. 
Theſe inſtances abundantly proye the importance 
of religion i in them who fill public ſtations. N 
Thirdiy—1 ſhall lay before you ſome conſide- | 
| rations, which ſhould operate upon your ſouls as 
motives to an carly and diligent imitation of 
Joſiah ; who, & while he was yet young, began to 
eek after the God of David his father.” 
It becomes your duty and | privilege to ſeek the 
Lord, from the remembrance of the many obliga- 
tions you are under to him, as your creator, pre- 
ſerver, and benefactor. We owe much to our 
parents, under God, for the care and watchful- 
_ neſs which they exerciſed over us in our infantile 
ſtate ; but we OWg. mach more to Divine Provi- 
dence. David ſpeaks ſtrongly upon this point, ä 
when he fas, % Thou art he that took me out of the 
wamb ; thou diaſt male me hope when I was upon my , 
mother's breaft © Pſalm xxii. 9. God has done 
more than * preſerye life, he has indulged 
* 


(#) 


you with the means of knowledge. Moſt of the 
young people I am addrefling have frequently 
read the volume of inſpiration, have been taught 
the leading principles and duties of the Chriſtian 
religion, and not a few of you have, in the expe- 
rience and lives of your parents, a powerful ſti- 
mulus by way of example. You have had fo 
many means of inſtruction, that you may be com- 
pared to ground: that has been ploughed and 
ſowed ; and if, after all, you bring forth nothing 
butuſeleſs and pernicious weeds, you may read your 
own ſentence in that awful paſſage of ſcripture : 
« That which beareth- thorns and briers is rejected, 

and is nigh unto curſing, whoſe end is to be burned.” 
Heb. vi. 8. Youare as trees which are planted in 
the vineyard of the viſible church; and if, finally, 

you are found unfruitful, what can you expect, 
but that the Lord will at laſt ſay of each of you 
as he did of the harren fig tree, Cut it down, 

vy cumbereth it the ground?” Luke xili. 7. Before * 


I conclude this obſervation, I cannot help men- 


tioning how inexcuſable the young people of this 

neration muſt be, if parental inſtruction and 
example, if the means of grace, ſhould all prove 
unprofitable, and they, finally, reject Chriſt and 
bis glorious ſalvation. Seeing they not only live 
under the mildeſt and moſt gracious diſpenſation, 
but that they! live at a time when not ſo much as 
A dog moves the tongue againſt the Iſrael of 
God.” Exod. Xl 7. The offipring of God's dear 
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YR 
people in ſome ages (particularly i in the laſt), have 
had to encounter reproaches, loſſes, impriſon- 
ment, and even death, for their adherence to the 
religion of Chriſt, and the maintenance of a good 
conſcience. So far from any thing like this now, 
the goſpel is abundantly preached, and i is almoſt 


"i 


ſaſhionable to profeſs Chriſtiani ity. 
1 may alſo urge upon you, as a motive to regard 


| religion in the days « of your youth, the ſterling and 


intrinfic value of it; : it is called by an inſpired 
writer © great gain.” 1 Tim. vi. 6. It holds forth 
all thoſe bleſſings which are ſuited to attract the 
youthful heart. Riches, pleaſures, and honours, 
are to be found here, Not the riches of this 


world, but the riches of grace, the unſearchable 


riches of Chriſt, which are ſubſtantial and ſatis- 
fying, and* can neither be ſtolen ,from us, nor 
make to themſelves wings and, flee away. Here | 
are pure and unſullied joys and pleaſares. . Her 
Ways are Ways of Pleaſant „ and all her paths are 
peace.” Prov. iii. 17. Would you drink large 
draughts of true pleaſure, then ſeek a large ac- 
quaintance with Jeſus Chriſt, and the way of ſal- 
vation by him. lt is faith in him, and the con- 
fident expectation of eternal life by him, that 
enriches the ſoul with pleaſure; yea, this brings 
« Joy unſpeakable, and full of glory.” 1 Pet. i. 8. 
Nothing can come up to this pleaſure :- it exceeds 
the pleaſure of them who divide the ſpoil: it is 
more than the pleaſure of them whoſe oil and 
; | | wine 


8 
wine 333 it is above the joy of harveſt: yea, 
it is ſuperior to the pleaſure of her who exults in 
a ſirſt· born ſon. Religion not only gives riches 
and pleaſures, but it confers honour : there is no 
honour equal to that which the great God confers 
upon men, in making them his ſaints and chil- 
dren. Solomon was to be great, and therefore his 
father wiſhed him to be good. Grace and holi- 
neſs contain the higheſt dignity a mortal can 
enjoy in either life or death. We juſtly attach 
honour to the memory of that Patriot, who fell 
while pleading with manly eloquence the cauſe of 
his affliged country, and who, with his expiring 
breath, heaved a ſigh for its ſalvation. 'We 
Honour the military hero, who either conquers or 
"falls | in the field of battle, while fighting for the 
liberties and for the exiſtence of his country. 
But, alas! what is the honour of him who nobly 
pleads his country's cauſe, to the honour of tlie 
patriarch Jacob, ' who wreſtled with God, and, 
as a prince, prevailed? Gen. xxxii. 24—30. What 
is the hotiour of the Toldier, who is crowned with” 
glory in the martial field, compared with 'the 

man of whom Solomon ſpeaks? © He that is Now 
to anger is better than the mighty, and he that 
ruleth his ſpirit than he that taketh a city.” Prov. 
xvi. 32. Or, compared with the honour and 
triumph of that Chriſtian warrior, who could ſay, 
* have 9 a good fight, Sc.“ 2 Tim. iv. 7, 8. 

Again. 
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n To induce you to make the knowledge 
and experience of divine things the firſt and great 
object of your concern, I may call to your view 
the ſpecial advantages it will afford you all 
through your exiſtence in this preſent. ſtate, You 
can ſuſtain no character, you can fill no ſtation, 
you can come into no circumſtances, but you 

will find the advantage and uſefulneſs of religion. 
This will give a true reliſh to all your mercies; 

it will reflect a luſtre and a value upon your tem- 
poral inheritance, which it never could have 
poſſeſſed without it. This will guide you in the 
choice of your company, and in forming thoſe 
connexions, which, from their nearneſs and du- 
ration, if not well made, will, inflead of adding 
to, much diminiſh your outward felicity. This 
will aid vou to make a due eſtimation of time; 
that. precious commodity, which fools ſquander 
away or murder at random. Guided by this in- 
ſtructor, you will occupy yourſelf in the manner 
the apoſtle directs; . Redeeming the time, becauſe 
the days are evil.” Eph. v. 16. When you find a 
leiſure hour, you will not ſpend it in reading the 
Poiſonous traſh. which the venders of novels are 
every day pouring in upon the public, and by the 
inſtrumentality of which the riſing generation are 
; materially injured ; nor will your leifure hour be 
devoted to thoſe amuſements and pleaſures, which 
are ſuited only to the habits and inclinations of the 
world, and lead to company and expenſes,” as 


3 injli- 
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injurious in a tempotal, as they are in a ſpiritual 
point of view. Religion is friendly to-deconomy 
and induſtry; the want of it often leads to diſſt - 
pation ä 
and diſgrace. 
Religion is fingularly beneficial in the Hour 6f 
a afiQion, Though life is opening to your View, 
my young friends, with the moſt ' promiſing 
aſpect, and from preſent appearances you have 
every reaſon to expect a ſmooth and pleaſant 
journey through it; permit me to femind yo, 
that many a day which has opened with a balm 
and a clear ſky, has nevertheleſs eventually proved 
a dark and a ſtormy one. It is often fo with life; 
| your faireſt proſpects may ſoon be blaſted,” avid 
affliction and ſorrow ſucceed to peace and proſpe- 
Tity. It was fo with Job; it has been fo with 
thouſatids; and, oh! how valuable is the knows . 
ledge and experience of the goſpel, when the 
broken ciſterns / of our bene rs ge * 
dried up! | 
Finally, Religion will be not valuable: of all 
in the hour of death and the day of judgment. 
Lou are now young, it is true; but ſtill ſome un- 
foreſeen caſualty may ſuddenly cut the' flender 
thread of life, or ſome of thoſe diſeaſes 'which 
have been known to deſtroy the ſtrongeſt conſti- 
tations in a few hours, may fall upon you. And 
hät will you do in the hour of diffolation, if 
your ſouls have not been made ſavingly acquaint- 
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ed with Chriſt, and his great falyation ? It is this 
knowledge which profits in the day when heart 
and fleſh fail; this illumines the dark valley of 
the ſhadow of death, extracts the ting of the laſt 
enemy, and enables the ſoul to look even to the 
day of judgment with compoſure, Yes, we ſhall 
all ftand before Chriſt in judgment ; and to the 
young, who deſpiſe religion, and give themſelves 
up to pleaſure and fin, there is a pointed addreſs 
upon this ſubje& : © Rejoice, O young man, in thy 
youth ; and tet thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy 
youth, and walk in the ways of thine heart, and in 
"the fight of thine eyes; but know thou, that for all 
tige things God will bring thee into judgment.” 
\'Kecl,'xi. 9. But if, my young friends, you are 
brought to ſeck the Lord, as did young Joſiah, 
you will therein find life and glory, and may 
_confequently look forward' with pleafure and 
deilght-to death and Jadgment, let them come 
when they will. 

Fourthly and laflly. Lovely as religion i is in 
its own nature, and beneficial as it is in proſpe- 
rity and adverſity, in life and in death, yet I 
ſear that ſome of you, young people, whom 1 
have this night exhorted to follow the example of 
Joſiah, and, eck the Lord while, you are young, 
will ſay; © 1 pray thee haverme excuſed.” Luke xiv. 
11 You have, it may be, already ſatisfied your 
own mind for the neglect of religion with the 
common apologies wich young perſons in gene- 


th 


tal make. Fo ſhew the fallacy of which, ſhall be 
the. concluding effort of this eyening s ſervice, 
One of the firſt and moſt modern apologies 
which the young make ſor the negle& of Chriſt, 
and his ſal vation, is, that it is (with them at leaſt} 
a queſtion whether there is any truth in Chrit- 
tianity : they are not ſure whether it has not been 
produced, by the united policy of hireling prieſts 
and deſigning ſtateſmen, to anſwer their own. 
worldly purpoſes. It is no queſtion. at all, whe- 
ther the above mentioned perſons have not abuſed 
religion, by making it ſubſerve their wicked ends; 
this is made too evident by the page of hiſtory to 
be diſputed. But it does not follow, my young; 
friends, that it is not true. Examine i it apart and 
ſeparate from all the various deſcriptions of per- 
ſons who have, or who do profeſs, to believe it: 
try it by its own merits. If you would form a 
Juſt judgment of Chriſtianity, you muſt examine 
it carefully, with an humble, teachable ſpirit, with 
prayer to God for his help and bleſfing, and 
determined in divine firength to abide by the, decia | 
ſion which, conſcience may give, after. an im- 
partial inveſtigation of the evidence for and againſt 
it. Unleſs you have thüs proved it, you have 
prejudged Chriſtianity ; you haye pronounced a 
raſh and haſty judgment againſt it, and con- 
demned it unheard; in doing which, you purſue a 
fine of conduct, which would be conſidered unfair 
to — even towards the moſt trifling publi- 
N be. 1 cation. 
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cation. But this js the way it has ener been 
treated by the generality of its enemies; nay, 
there are not q | few who have written againſt the 
Bible, who have neyer given it a careful peruſal. 
- Young people ſometimes excuſe themſelves for 
not ſeeking God while they are youpg, by urging, 
that Wote who proſeſs to believe religion, do nat 
manifeſt a temper of mind or a line of conduct 
correſponding unto it. It is a melancholy truth, 
that) there are "hypocrites m Zion; perſons. who 
72 the forms of godlineſs without the power of 
It; who ſpeak well of religion, and recommend it 
to others; who are themſelves totally eſtranged 
from the ſanctifying power of it upon the heart 
and life. Theſe are the worſt enemies of religion, 
they miſrepreſent religion to the world, ſtrengthen 
the prejudices of its enemies, cauſe the good way 
to be evil ſpoken of, grieve and diſtreſs the chil- 
dren of God, and aggravate their own guilt and 
condemnation,” But this is no apology for you, 
my young friends. Becauſe you meet now and 
fhen with counterſeits, you \ will not preſume to 
fay, there is no good coin in the realm. It is be- 
cauſe there i is good coin, and that it. is valuable, 
that bad men, imitate it. In like manner, be- 
cauſe religion is true and valuable, wicked 
men 85 rofeſs to know and experience it. Look 
around you, and you will here and there find a 
real Chriſtian, whoſe temper and conduct con- 
' tain a fair epitome of real. Sardine 
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Again, you excuſe yourſelves from an attention 
do religion, under an idea that it is a gloomy-and 

melancholy ching; that it deſtroys and ſubvyerts a 


perſon's pleaſure and happineſs, and, of courſe, 


muſt at all events be unſuitable to young people. 
But no, this is not the caſe; there is nothing can 
give a more rational and a more ſolid pleaſure 
than religion. It is true, it calls off your aitention 
from the noiſy, ſenſual pleaſures, in which the 
world riot, and which are condemned in the word 
of God; but then it imparts pleafures more 
ſublime, and more laſting. There are ſome pro- 
ſeſſors who walk under ſo much darkneſs and un- 


belief as to give an unfavourable idea of religion; 


but look at that perſon who has the light of God's 
countenance, the aſſurance of faith, and the fore- 
taſte of glory. There joy and pleaſure exceed all 
that you young people, who aro fond. of the 
theatre, the maſquerade, or the aſſembly, have 
ever known or taſted. In ſhort; my young friends, 
ſeek acquaintance with the Lord Jeſus; believe 
in him, and take his yoke upon you, and you will 
Aud dit light. and eaſ). Matt. xi. 29, 30. Lou will 
"then change pleaſures which are trifling and un- 
dertain for, thoſe which, are ſubſſantial and ſure. 
Tea, you will change delights which are Mori 


| * "and momentagy for thoſe which are eternal. 


Laſtly, the moſt frequent excuſe of young people 
for not ſeeking God, is, that it is time enough yet,” 
They 6.00 rs oper of region; they do 
5. 4+ 3 h not. 
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religious, and a very awful thing to die a ſtranget 
to Chriſt, and the hope of eternal life by him, 


and therefore it is their deſign to think about it 


when they are older. Let me, if theſe are the 
thoughts of your hearts, lay before you two or 
three confiderations. Have you ever attended to 
ſack an inquiry as this; which is the fitteſt time 
to ſeek the knowledge of God and the falvation of 


the foul ? Lou have, perhaps, when religion has 


forced elf upon your attention, either by its 
alluring, or its alarming influence, diſmiſſed the 
unwelcome intrader, in the language and with the 
promiſe of Felix, * Go thy way for this time; when 
{ have à more coruentent ſeafon I will ſend for thee.” 
Acts Xxiv. 25. You will recollect that fuch ſeaſon 
never afterwards occurred to that diſſipated man. 
Old age is the ſeaſon of all others moſt unfit and 
_ unſaitable. To adjourn the concerns of our ſouls 


the prime of my ſtrength to the world and fin, 
and when I am unfitted for theſe I will begin to 
ſeek after God; this is inſulting the Deity, it is 
deliberately purpoſing to offer the blind, and the 
lame, and the fick, for ſacrifice. Mal. i. 8. 14. 
Whereas God his a claim to the beſt of our life; 
pen, be has a claim to the whole of it, our youth, 


our riper years, and our old age. It is true, ſome | 


> at the eleventh Hour; here 
. Ee 


wot deny but that it is a'very Jefirable thing to be 
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5 nnd eternity to that period, is the higheſt folly: f 
It ie, in fact, ſaying, I will devote my youth and 


| P 5 . 
and has a folitary individual has been faatched 
from eternal death as they were dropping into the 
grave; but late converſions are very raxe; 
even thoſe who have found this have felt incon- 
ceivable regret that they ſhould have loſt ſo much 
precious time, and have ſpent ſo many years, 
without knowing and taſting thoſe rich conſola- 
tions which they find in religion, and which 
they confeſs exceed all the pleaſure and ſatisſae- 
tion they ever found in the world and fin; enen 
their experience calls you to ſeek the Lord while 
young,” © + 
Heal not thyſelf of to-morrow, for thou. buf 
not what a day may bring forth,” Prov, xxvii. . is 
a ſuitable admonition 10 theft Who are for cer 
putting off the great concern, and faying, it is 4 
time enough yet. The poet alſo well deſcribes 
this folly in the following well known lines: | | 
« Procraſtination is the thief of time ; 
« Year after year it ſteals, till all are fled: 
4 And, to the mercies of a moment, leaves 
4 The vaſt concerns of an eternal ſcene, 


« Tf not ſo frequent, would not this be ſtrange; - 25 
« That 'tis ſo frequent, _ is Branger' Rl, 


Let me then beſcech you now, while it 4 is $2.0 
called to-day, to ſeek after God. You have now 5 
all the means of grace; and your fight, your 3 
hearing, your ſpeech, and your health, are pre- K 
era io pos by which you are pe to | 
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Le nd' then the word and goſpel Which 


end and improve them ; obe ea I 


- may fall yan" to-mottow ; yea, reaſon itfelf maß 


now deſpiſe may be for ever uſeleſs to you. 
he language of the word to you is, ͥ Come, for | 
all things ure now ready.” Luke xiv. 17. The 2 
long ſuffering and patience of God is very great, 
but it may come to an end before you are aware. 
Bezold, now is the accepled time; behold, now is the. 
day' of falvation.” 2 Cor. vi. 2. If you refuſe to 
ſeek God to-day, God may refuſe to be found of 
von to-morrow, That is indeed an awful threnten - 
ing againſt: ſome: *< Then fall they call upon- mes 
Jul Iwill not anfiver; they all feek mb early, l 
a hall mot Fl me.” Prov. i. 28. Come Gs 
w young friends, eagerly ſeize the flying mo- 
_ ments; nie wort day, will ſoon expire; * + 
ligtou isthe ttueſt wiſddom; it is the chief good. 
Jeſus Chriſt has grace, holineſs, and heaven, to 
_ beſiow; all elch in a mere thadow. . Lag hold . 
theſe, and-you will be happy through liſe, trium- 
_ phant in death, and bleſſed en eee +: 
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